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Publisher’s Message 


With the debut of Huskers Mlustrated we begin a 
new chapter in Nebraska athletics. Certainly, we all 
realize that we are not the first to try to capture the 
excitement and color of Cornhusker athletics in a 
magazine designed specifically for NU fans. 

But we feel we are the first to approach the job 
with the right attitude — an attitude that will enable 
us to grow and prosper and insure you, our readers, 
not only a magazine on a regular basis month after 
month, and year after year....but a publication which 
will start out better than its predecessor — and then 
just keep getting better. 

There is a special tradition in Nebraska athletics 
that demands quality, consistency and dedication to 
being the best. Were those not our goals, we would 
never have made the initial contacts with Coach Tom 
Osborne and the athletic officials at the University of 
Nebraska. And, had they not been convinced of our 
sincerity and our ability to deliver that quality 
product, we would not have enjoyed the cooperation 
and support from them which has made this 
Inaugural Issue possible. 

We understand your skepticism if you have had 
unfavorable experiences with LeDuc Enterprises. 
Indeed, we demand that skepticism. It is that 
challenge to us by you the readers to deliver what we 
promise that will keep us on the same level as the 
Nebraska athletic program — right at the top. 

So get to know us. We plan on being around a 
long, long time. 

Yours truly, 
Mike Henry, Publisher 


Subscriber Notice... 


Those of you who have subscribed to /fuskers 
Hilustrated before the opening kickoff this season will 
be eligible for a 1980 Commemorative Medallion, 
featuring Jarvis Redwine. These medallions, which 
are free to our subscribers, will be delivered to our 
office and available to you by the middle of October. 
Thank you for your patience. 


Cover 


Although he was listed as a third teamer last 
football season, Roger Craig is listed this year as a 
young man to watch by several All-American pre- 
season selectors. (Photo by Chuck Peterson, Sioux 
City, la.) 


In Next Issue... 


You'll get an in-depth evaluation of the strengths 
and weaknesses of the 1981 Huskers as the new 
season draws closer and closer to a reality. Included 
will be the Nebraska team roster. 


Subscriptions — $19.98 per year. Nebraska residents add 4 percent sales tax. For subscription 
information, write the Huskers Ulustrated, Hox §3222, Lincoln, NE., 68401. A percentage of the 
subscription proceeds will be donated to the University of Nebraska Athletic Department 

Permission to reprint material contained in this magazine must be obtained in writing from the 


The telephone number for editorial and adverusing offices ts 918-664-0088, 
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Winning Tradition Isn’t 
New For Husker Football 





Standards of excellence on Nebraska gridiron were set decades ago, 
then perfected by Devaney and Osborne. Few can match the Big 


Red winning tradition. 





| \here are those who believe that 
Nebraska’s tradition as a national 
| college football power is less than 
20 years old and that its roots can be 
traced to Big Beaver, Mich., where Bob 
Devaney, a former foundry worker and 
the son of a Great Lakes merchant 
seaman, started his Hall of Fame 
coaching career. 

For those whose perspective is limited 
to the early 1960’s, either by age or 
memory, Nebraska tradition is 
synonymous with the halcyon 
‘“‘Devaney Years,’’ an 11-year period in 
which the Cornhuskers won better than 
80 percent of their games, grabbed 
back-to-back national championships, 
appeared in nine post-season bowl 
games, and earned shares of eight Big 
Eight titles. 

No doubt Devaney had the Midas 
touch, transforming a program which 
had experienced six straight losing 
seasons into a gridiron giant almost 
over night. He came to Nebraska from 
Wyoming, and in his first year, the Cor- 
nhuskers won nine of 11 games. Since 
his arrival, Nebraska football fans have 
not had to endure a losing season. 

That tradition has been carried on by 
Tom Osborne, the offensive master- 
mind behind the national championship 
teams as an assistant in 1970 and 1971, 
who became head coach in 1973 and has 
never fielded a team of his own which 
didn’t win at least nine games. 

_ Following the 1970 season, marred 
only by a 21-21 tie with Southern 
California in Los Angeles, even Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon visited Lincoln to 
proclaim the Cornhuskers No. 1. 

Since Devaney and Osborne, the 
seasons in this essentially farming state 
have been marked for planting and 


harvesting and football, a common | 
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There may never have been a Nebraska tearm which more totally dominated the college football 
season than this 1902 squad, which went unbeaten, untied and unscored upon in 10 games. Leading 
the team were tackle John Westover, running back Johnny Bender and kicker and field general 
Vfaurice Benedict. 


language understood from Scottsbluff 
to Omaha, from Ord to McCook. Each 
of Nebraska’s last 112 home games has 
been sold out, and on football Satur- 
days, Memorial Stadium becomes the 
third largest population area in the state 
with six per cent of the state’s populace 
gathering to watch the action and cheer 
on the Big Red. 

At each home game, the first time the 
Cornhuskers score, the sky turns red 
with balloons, released by more than 
75,000 fans whose loyalty is unques- 
tioned. When Nebraska traveled to play 
Hawaii in 1976, some 20,000 NU 
boosters also made the trip, comprising 
the largest athletic airlift in history. 
Because of such support, the Cor- 
nhuskers now are given preferential 
treatment by committees from most 
post-season bowl games. 


Nearly every weekend during the 
season, the press box includes represen- 
tatives from major bowls, trying to 
court Nebraska. The Cornhuskers have 
made a bowl trip after each of the last 
12 seasons. From 1969 to 1974, they 
won six straight bowl games to share the 
NCAA record with Georgia Tech. 

To some it all began with Devaney in 
1962. To others it seems to have always 
been thus, dating back to the turn of the 
century when the Combhuskers went 
under aliases like Old Gold Knights, 
Antelopes, and the less glamorous 
Bugeaters. The record shows that in 
1890, Nebraska's first official football 
season, they produced the school’s first 
unblemished record, blanking the 
Omaha YMCA, 10-0, and adding an 
18-0 victory over Doane College in 
February of 1891. 


| 


There was no interstate highway con- 
necting Sidney, to the west, and 
Omaha, to the east, with Lincoln when 
that first NU team took the field. It had 
no coach, though Dr. Langdon 
Frothingham, a faculty member, was 
accorded the title. Its first elected team 
captain, Albert Troyer, was injured and 
forced to become the manager, giving 
way to one Ebenezer Mockett. Since 
that inauspicious beginning, now lost in 
the yellowing pages of time, 
Nebraskans have watched seven more 
teams go through seasons without los- 
ing. 

W.C.“*Bummy’’ Booth fielded 10-0 
and 11-0 squads in 1902 and 1903, two 
years after Lincoln sportswriter Cy 
Sherman first labeled Nebraska the 
Cornhuskers. Booth’s 1902 team was 
the first to bring national recognition to 
Nebraska. Not only was it undefeated 
and untied but it also was unscored 
upon. Johnny Bender carried the ball, 
and Maurice Benedict was the field 
general, working behind a line anchored 
by tackle John Westover. Minnesota 
and Northwestern were among its 10 
victims. 

From 1913 to 1915 Jumbo Stiehm 
coached three straight undefeated 
teams, ones which featured the play of 
All-Americans Guy Chamberlain, an 
end, and Vic Halligan, a tackle. In five 
seasons, Stiehm’s teams lost only twice, 
both times to Minnesota, 21-3 in 1911 
and 13-0 in 1912. 


Halligan is Nebraska’s first 





acknowledged All-American, gaining 
that recognition in 1914 — each decade 
saw a handful of Cornhuskers so 
honored, adding to a rich tradition. 
With the arrival of Devaney, the 
numbers began to increase geometrical- 
ly to the point that now any AIll- 
American team without at least one 
player from Nebraska must seem 
suspect. 

In 1970 and 1971, Devaney-coached 
teams put together 11-0-1 and 13-0 
records while winning two national 
championships and extending an 
unbeaten string, begun in 1969, to 32 
games. 

Devaney’s 1971 team, which included 
Larry Jacobson, the first of two straight 
Outland Trophy winners from 
Nebraska, as well as such greats as Jerry 
Tagge, Johnny Rodgers, Rich Glover, 
and Willie Harper, may have been the 
best college football team ever assembIl- 
ed. It won what many consider the 
“Game of the Century,’’ defeating 
Oklahoma 35-31 on Thanksgiving Day 
in Norman, Okla., and it ranked No. 1 
in the nation in the final Associated 
Press poll, which included conference 
foes Oklahoma, at No. 2, and Col- 
orado, at No. 3. 

In the Big Eight, giants truly walked 
the earth. 

In the first year it was affiliated with 
a conference, Nebraska shared the title. 
W.C.‘‘King’’Cole’s 1907 team was a 
Missouri Valley Conference co-titleist. 
Beginning in 1910 and continuing for 





From the first great NU team of 1902 through 
the start of the Bob Devaney Era in the 1960's, 
the Nebraska football tradition is a story told in 
pictures as well as words, 


eight seasons, the Cornhuskers won or 
shared Missouri Valley championships. 
Fred Dawson-coached teams were con- 
ference champions in 1921, 1922, and 
1923, and E.E. Bearg directed Nebraska 
to the title in 1926. 

Dawson’s 1922 team defeated Notre 
Dame 14-6 in the final game ever played 
on Nebraska Field, located south of 
Memorial Stadium. Memorial Stadium, 
expanded to its present 76,400 seating 
capacity in 1972, was built primarily 
with money contributed by fans and 
alumni and was dedicated in October of 
1923 on an afternoon during which 
Nebraska and Kansas played to 0-0 tie. 
That 1923 team included a sophomore 
tackle from Superior named Ed Weir, 
who helped shackle Notre Dame and its 
legendary Four Horsemen, then 
juniors, 14-7, in the new stadium. 

Weir continued a spectacular college 
career as captain on _ unspectacular 
teams in 1924 and 1925, earning All- 
American recognition both seasons. 
Dawson's final team in 1924 lost to Il- 


 linois and Red Grange, 9-6 in Memorial 


Stadium, but the next year in Cham- 
paign, the Galloping Ghost was held in 


check by Weir and his teammates, 


finishing with minus-40 yards rushing, 


_ ina 14-0 Nebraska victory. When Knute 


Rockne’'s 1924 Notre Dame team gain- 
ed revenge on Nebraska by defeating 
the Cornhuskers 34-6 in South Bend, 
Weir drew praise from the most famous 
of college football coaches for his ag- 
gessive play. 

The old Missouri Valley Conference 
became the Big Six in 1928, and 
Nebraska was its first champion, 
finishing the season at 7-1-1, its only 
loss coming to Army, 13-3, in the final 
game of the season. The previous week, 
the cornhuskers tied Pittsburgh in Lin- 
coln,0-0. 

In 1929, Dana Xenophon Bible, the 
‘Little Colonel,’’ left Texas A&M and 
assumed control of Nebraska’s football 
fortunes. He remained for eight 
seasons, the longest coaching tenure at 
Nebraska until Devaney’s 11 years. Bi- 
ble’s teams won 50, lost 15 and tied 
seven during those seasons, grabbing six 
conference titles and producing All- 
Americans Ray Richards, Hugh Rhea, 
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No doubt about who the 
winners were on this 
day. Husker quarterback 
Fom Sorley (12) leaps 
high in the air in 
celebration, as does 
fullback Andra Franklin 
(39) after time had ex- 
pired in the [978 [7-14 
upset of Oklahoma. 


Tradition 
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Lawrence Ely, George Sauer and Sam 
Francis, a shot putter in the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics. 

The 1933 team, which included Ber- 
nie Masterson who coached Nebraska 
in 1946-47, may have been Bible’s best, 
winning eight of nine games and 
outscoring its opponents 136-19. Bible’s 
last three teams featured the running of 
Lloyd Cardwell, the ‘*‘Wild Hoss”? from 
Seward, who scored a touchdown both 
the first and last times he touched the 
football in his collegiate varsity career. 

As a junior in 1935, Cardwell won a 
head-to-head battle with the University 
of Chicago’s Jay Berwanger, the first 
Heisman Trophy winner. Cardwell 
scored three touchdowns to 
Berwanger’s one, and Nebraska won 
the game in Lincoln, 28-7. 

When Bible left for Texas in 1937, 
Major Lawrence McCeney “Biff” 
Jones became Nebraska’s head coach, 
taking the Cornhuskers to the school’s 
first bowl game at the end of the 1940 
season. The 1941 Rose Bowl capped the 
first 50 years of Nebraska football, and 
though it was a losing effort, 21-13 to 
Stanford, the game remains a high- 
water mark in NU athletic history. The 
names of those who played in Pasadena 
are instantly recognizable, among them 
All-Americans Forrest Behm, a tackle, 
and Warren Alfson, a guard, as well as 
Ray Prochaska, Harry Hopp, Walter 
Luther, ‘‘Cowboy’’ Roy Petsch, Ed 
Schwartzkopf, Vike Francis, and Fred 
Preston. 

Since then, Nebraska has become the 
only Big Eight team to have played in 
all four major bowl games, appearing 
twice in the Sugar Bowl, three times in 
the Cotton Bowl, and seven times in the 
Orange Bowl. 





After playing in that 1941 Rose Bowl 
game, Nebraska didn’t earn another 
post-season bowl invitation until the 
1954 season, the sixth of Bill 
Glassford’s seven years as head coach. 
Following the departure of Jones, after 
a 4-5-1 record in 1941, Nebraska strug- 


gled through eight more losing seasons | 


under four head coaches before 
Glassford’s second team finished 6-2-] 
in 1950. Unfortunately by then, Tom 
Novak, who rightfully carried the 
nickname ‘‘Train Wreck,’’ had 
graduated. 

Novak is the only Cornhusker to earn 
all-conference recognition four con- 
secutive seasons, playing center and 


» fullback for teams which won only 11 


times in 37 games. Novak’s No. 60 
jersey was the first ever to be retired by 
Nebraska. Following the 1972 season, 
jersey No. 20 and jersey No. 79 also 
were retired. Those numbers were 
worn, respectively, by Johnny Rodgers, 
Nebraska’s only Heisman Trophy win- 
ner, and Rich Glover, who won the 
Outland Trophy the same year. 

The 1950’s produced the individual 
heroics of Bobby Reynolds, an All- 
American who led the nation in scoring 
as a sophomore in 1950; All-American 
tackle Jerry Minnick in 1952; the trip to 
Miami and the Orange Bowl on 
January 1, 1955; and perhaps the big- 
gest upset in conference history in 1959, 
when a Nebraska team coached by Bill 
Jennings rode the place-kicking toe of 
Ron Meade to a 25-21 victory over 
Oklahoma in Lincoln to snap the 
Sooners’ 74-game unbeaten streak in 
conference play. 


Though Jennings had a knack for 
engineering such upsets, his Nebraska 
teams did not distinguish themselves 
with winning consistency, and in 1962, 
NU athletic director Tippy Dye hired 
Bob Devaney as the school’s 24th head 
coach... the rest is history. @ 


SQUARE 7) COMPANY 
SALUTES THE CORNHUSKERS 


WHERE THERE'S ELECTRICITY WE MANUFAC- 
TURE QUALITY ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION 
AND CONTROL PRODUCTS. 


SQUARE 


D 


COMPANY 


Box 80667, 1717 Centerpark Road 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 
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Wade, NU Kecruits 





Command Kespect 


By Mike Babcock 





New Jersey linebacker draws rave notices, 
comparison to Rich Glover as he leads 1981 
freshmen into Big Eight wars. 





ou’ve got to be careful when you 

discuss great Nebraska football 

players like Rich Glover, the 
middle guard who played on the national 
championship teams in 1970 and 1971 
and was voted the Outland Trophy as 
the nation’s outstanding lineman in 
1972. Such names cannot be tossed 
about lightly; they must be treated with 
respect. 

Stanley Wade, one of 26 Cornhusker 
scholarship recruits this season, meant 
no disrespect. The 6-5, 210-pound 
linebacker from Ferris High School in 
Jersey City, N.J., said he wasn’t in- 
timidated by the prospect of playing 
football at Nebraska because ‘‘Richie 
Glover could do it.”” According to 
those who have seen Wade play, that’s 
no boast; it’s fact. 

Wade makes no comparisons bet- 
ween himself and Glover because their 
positions are different and because ‘‘! 
heard of him but I never saw him play.”’ 

Since both come from Jersey City, 
however, the comparisons are in- 
evitable. Len Anglin, an assistant coach 
at Ferris High School, lined up against 
Glover when he (Glover) was playing at 
Jersey City’s Snyder High and Anglin 
was a lineman at Hudson Catholic. ‘‘! 
think Stanley will be just as good as 
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Glover, if not better,’’ Anglin said. 

According to Roy Miller, the Ferris 
head coach, Wade ‘‘is very similar to 
Glover in potential, and as far as raw 
talent, he’s ahead of Rich. He’s bigger 
and quicker.”’ 

Wade played on a ‘‘mediocre team 
with a very strong defense,’’ said a New 
Jersey sportswriter who saw both play 


and acknowledged the similarities bet- | 


ween Nebraska’s talented young recruit 
and Glover. 

Wade has been timed in :04.65 for 40 
yards, but ‘‘what impresses people 
more than his flat-out speed is his abili- 
ty to move laterally. Nebraska will have 
a linebacker who can run to the outside 
and catch people. He can pursue all 
over the place. He roams the field, 
sideline-to-sideline,’’ Miller said. 

Wade is one of four Nebraska 
recruits from New Jersey this season. 
The Cornhuskers have returned to that 
small but densely-populated state on the 
doorstep of New York City to sign high 
schoolers Paul Miles, a running back, 
and Guy Rozier, a defensive back, as 
well as Mike Rozier, Guy’s brother, a 
running back who spent last season 
rushing for 1,100 yards at Coffeyville, 
Kan., Junior College, even though he 
missed two games with a shoulder in- 
jury. 








A year ago, Mike Rozier also signed a 
national letter of intent with Nebraska 
when he came out of Woodrow Wilson 
High School in Camden, N.J., but 
before he could accept a scholarship 
from the Cornhuskers, he had to get his 
grades in order. With that taken care 
of, ‘‘Mike could’ve gone any place in 
the country,’” his junior college coach, 
Dick Foster, said. ‘*He’s super, and |] 
think if he’d have been at Nebraska (as 
a freshman), he would have played 
some—he’s that good.”’ 

Guy Rozier admits his big brother is a 
better football player than he is. ‘‘He 
never had to work for anything and | 
did. He has a big edge, but I learn 
fast,"’ said the younger Rozier, who 


| might end up concentrating on baseball 


once he gets to Nebraska. 

Miles is a 5-10, 187-pound running 
back from Princeton Day High School 
in Princeton, N.J., and may be the most 
pleasant surprise of Nebraska's 
recruiting season. Based on 40 times, 
he’s the fastest of the NU recruits, but 
since Princeton Day is a smal] high 
schoo!l—Group II, the third of four 
size classifications—Miles’ ac- 
complishments were overlooked by 
many major universities; Nebraska, 
Penn State, Ohio State and Virginia 
were not among them, however. 

Miles, who has been timed at 40 
yards in :04.4 and was New Jersey's all- 
class sprint champion as a junior, rush- 
ed for 1,341 yards and scored 17 
touchdowns his senior year to lead 
Princeton Day to its best season ever, 
8-2. In track, Miles was the state indoor 
champion at 60 yards, and he finished 
third in the outdoor 200 meters after 
false-starting and failing to reach the 


| finals in the 100 meters. 


Nebraska has begun to re-establish 


itself as a recruiting force in New 


Jersey, first sending assistant coach 
Gene Huey, and later Frank Solich, to 


| recruit Wade, Miles, and the Roziers. 


This fall those four players will join 
sophomore wingback Irving Fryar, 


| from Mt. Holly, as the Cornhuskers’ 


\ 


‘‘New Jersey Connection.”’ 

Nebraska’s recruiting success was not 
geographically limited to the banks of 
the Hudson River, however. Head 


' coach Tom Osborne and recruiting 


coordinator Jerry Pettibone kept nine 
of the state’s best football plavers at 
home and signed five other athletes 
from the Big Eight area. They traveled 
to Texas, where they lured Plano mid- 


| dle guard Kenneth Shead, the Defensive 





it was a big day for Nebraska when Stanley Wade (seated, right) siened with the Huskers. It was also 
a big day for Mr. Beverly Wade (left), coach Roy Millen and Mrs, Van Wade. 


Player of the Year in the Greater Dallas 
area, away from Ohio State; they 
brought Tony Newton from Pasadena, 
Calif.; and they attracted four top high 
school players from the north—one 
from Minnesota, one from North 
Dakota, and two from Wisconsin. 


Nebraska's 1981 recruiting class 


Nome, hometown Pos, Ht. Wt. 
Jett Bowdon, Williston, N.D.,...........0006. FaA-LB &-2 219 
Grant Campbell, Holf Moon Bay, Callf,. P é-1 1B5 
Kevin Cole. Lincoln (Neb.) Eost,.......... WB-DOB 5-10 165 
Pat Conner, Blue Serings, Mo.. we OT-DT 63 235 
Mork Davis, Oconomowoc, Wisc... Z RB é-1 190 
Todd Fisher, OQmoho (Neb. } Burke... es oputare DB-WEB 6-0 183 
Todd Froin, Treynor, lOWd,........ccccecsaes T é-2 rab) 
Jon Hayes, Omaha (Neb.) South........... DE &5 205 
Roscoe Horne, Minneapolls, nn: RB 5-11 208 
John Kline, Arvada, Colo... woo. AAG é-2 235 
Mike Knox, Castle Rock, Colo.. eter a LB-FR &3 215 
Doug Lorscheld, Green Boy, WIse,........ RB-DB 6-1) 195 
Sam Modison, Omaha (Neb, ; eeuIP.. are DE 6&0 195 
Bill Lewis, Sloux City, lowe.. 5 cana ta Cc é45 240 
Poul Alles, Princeton, N.J.. Ree em ce RB 5-10 8190 
Tony Newton, Posadena, Call... DE é-2? 200 
Tom Rothman, Grand island (Neb. he FB-LB &-] 208 
Guy Rozier, Camden, N.J,.... ans DB 6&0 190 
Mike Rozler, Camden, Nidi.ccccccccccsseceres RB 5-11 205 
Ken Shead, Plano, Tex,, ee MAG 6a 227 
Jim Skow, Gmoho (Neb, y ‘Roncalll .. iiheree OT #34 270 
shone Swanson, Hershey (Neb.).......... DB-WB 5-10 190 
Stanley Wade, Jersey Clty, Wodocccce LB 4-4 210 
Kevin Woechter, Eoworth, lowo..,,....... OT 65 240 
John White, Lincoln (Neb.) Southeast... FB 6-3 = «190 
Con Wingard, Omaha (Neb.) Westslde.. SE-K-P 4-2 190 


In addition, Nebraska signed two 
mid-season transfers, punter Grant 
Campbell from Ricks Junior College in 
Rexburg, Idaho, and tackle Kevin 
Waechter, brother of NU’s Henry 
Waechter, from Waldorf Junior Col- 
lege in Forest City, lowa. Both arrived 
in time to compete in spring drills. 

Nebraska's in-state recruits include 
Lincoln’s Kevin Cole and John White 
as well as Grand Island’s Tom 
Rathman, Hershey’s Shane Swanson, 
and Omaha’s Sam Madison, Jim Skow, 
Dan Wingard, Jon Hayes and Todd 
Fisher. According to Osborne, in-state 
players are ‘‘the backbone of our pro- 
gram. It’s human nature to focus on 
players at a distance, but sometimes it’s 
magnified to the point where you forget 
about Nebraska players,’’ he said. 

Osborne said Nebraska’s 1981 
recruiting class might not have ranked 
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“ONE OF THE 
LARGEST 
WINE SELECTIONS 
IN THE U.S.A.” 





DISCOUNT PRICES ® CASE DISCOUNTS 
FINE LIQUORS & WINES & BEER 
LINCOLN’S HEADQUARTERS FOR KEGS 

YOUR COMPLETE PARTY 
HEADQUARTERS —- WEDDINGS 
RECEPTIONS — ETC. — ICE 
GLASSES — SNACKS 
BARTENDER SERVICE AVAILABLE 
Owners — Dick & Susan Stoehr 


“LINCOLN’S LIQUOR 
SUPERMARKET” 
5400 SQ. FT. OF SHOPPING SPACE 


19th & “N” St. 
Plenty Of OF Street Parking 
Shopping Carts - 7 A.M. To 1 A.M. Daily 
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They Called It “The Fumble”... 





But It Was “The Hit!’’ 


Oklahoma didn’t fumble away the 1978 national championship in 
Lincoln. The Cornhuskers took it away from them with a vicious 


The Fumble. 

There have been hundreds of fumbles 
in the history of Nebraska football. 
some have gone the right way. Some 
have gone the wrong way. It’s almost 
impossible to recall at any moment a 
clear picture of a particular fumble 
from a particular game. 

But say ‘“The Fumble’’ around any 
Nebraska or Oklahoma football fan, 
and they'll know what you’re talking 
about. 

November 11, 1978, was the date. 
And Memorial Stadium in Lincoln was 
the place. Witnesses included 76,015 
screaming Cornhusker fans who had 
been hearing for weeks that this was one 
of the great Oklahoma teams of the 
decade. 

It was an Oklahoma team which 
featured Billy Sims, who was challeng- 
ing for the Heisman Trophy as he led 
the Sooners to what they hoped would 
be an unbeaten regular season and a 
spot in the Orange Bowl. 

Nebraska had lost to Alabama in its 
season Opener, then proceded to win 
nine straight games. But few outside the 
state of Nebraska were giving the 
Huskers much chance to derail Sims or 
‘OU. 

The Fumble. That’s what they call it. 
In Oklahoma they say ‘‘we’’ fumbled 
nine times and lost six of them, the last 
one costing us the game and the na- 
tional championship. 

But in Nebraska — and in the minds 
of those who watched on_ national 
television — the play ought to be 
renamed ‘‘The Hit.”’ 

Oklahoma fumbled nine times 
because Nebraska’s defense came to 
play. Jim Pillen, George Andrews, Jeff 
Hansen, Bruce Dunning, Lee Kunz and 
the rest. They knew what it would take 
to win that football game. It took a 
savage physical effort, and that’s just 
what they gave. 

Oklahoma led early on a 44-yard run 
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hitting exhibition. 


by Sims in the first quarter. But the 
Huskers fought back for a 7-7 tie at the 
half on five-yard run by Rick Berns. 
Nebraska led by seven when I.M. Hipp 
scored mid-way of the third period and 
Billy Todd added his second extra point 
kick of the game. 

But the Sooners got another big run 
from Sims minutes later for another 
deadlock. 

When the two teams took that 14-14 
score into the final period, it looked 
anything but good for the Huskers. Lin- 
coin had been a land of miracle finishes 
for OU. And Nebraska had not scored 
in the fourth quarter of a game against 
Oklahoma since the 1971 classic in Nor- 
man, won by NU 35-31. 

That fourth-quarter jinx ended when 
Todd toed true from 24 yards out with 
11:51 left. But Sooner fans were confi- 
dent their miracle was yet to come. 

It appeared to be in the making with 
just over two minutes to go. Starting 
from the Nebraska 23, Sims broke one 
tackle after another and seemed headed 
for the end zone. The OU coaches and 
players behind the play along the west 
sideline were already jumping up and 
down in celebration. 





See Photo, Pages 32-33 





Then came ‘‘The Hit.’’ Andy Means 
(34) and Derrie Nelson (92) slowed Sims 
down. And Hansen met the Heisman 
winner head-on with a crushing blow 
that knocked the ball free. 

As the celebration continued on the 
Oklahoma sideline, where the falling 
football could not be seen, Pillen 
scrambled to make the recovery in a sea 
of red jerseys. 

The Hit had forced The Fumble. 
Nebraska had the ball at its own three 
yard line with only a couple of minutes 
to kill. 


Nearly forced to punt with time for a 
miracle still left, another ‘‘hit’’ altered 
the outcome. This one was a punch 
thrown by an OU defender that cost 15 
yards and gave NU a first down that 
allowed the clock to run out. 

The upset was official. There would 
be no national championship for the 
Sooners this year. Most feel there 
should have been no Orange Bowl. 

But Nebraskans know which team 
proved its character when the stakes 
were the same for both teams and the 
emouonal factors were equal. The 
Huskers came to play — and to hit. 
And they won. 

Defense has always been a key to 
Nebraska football success. The Black 
Shirts gained national acclaim when the 
Huskers won back-to-back national 
championships in 1970 and 1971. 

And yet never has a Nebraska 
defense played with more intensity than 
in that 1978 challenge against 
Oklahoma. This was not one the 
Sooners gave away. This was one the 
Huskers took. 

And photographer Chuck Peterson 
of Sioux City, la., captured The Hit 
and The Fumble at just the right mo- 
ment to preserve this historic Nebraska 
moment forever. 

For 60 minutes of football, the 
Husker defense held in check one of the 
nation’s most dangerous offensive 
machines. In one brief moment, that 
defense turned a miracle into frustra- 
tion for Oklahoma. Sooner fans might 
remember The Fumble. It’s a good bet 
that Sims remembers The Hit. That’s 


' what Nebraskans remember. 


| 


There was no miracle in Lincoln that 
cold November day. Just a team that 
played with reckless abandon and a 
desire to accomplish something so many 
said they couldn’t do. And even that 
was no miracle. Just a little inspiration. 

Thanks for the memory, Huskers of 
1978. @ 
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Heisman Chase Should 





Be Dandy 


An In-Depth Look At America’s Football Stars 





the 1981 college football season 
should be one dominated by the 
offenses. 

Why? Just take a look at some of the 
offensive stars returning to the college 
football fields this season: 

John Elway, Jim McMahon, Art 
Schlichter, Dan Marino, Herschel 
Walker, Marcus Allen, Darin Nelson, 
Phil Carter, Anthony Carter, Trumaine 
Johnson, Dwight Collins, Tony Hunter 
— those are all names to be reckoned 
with when the 1981 All-American teams 
are selected later this year. 

And here’s an in depth preview of 
what’s in store for football fans across 
the nation. The names, the heights, the 
weights and the stats. Who will the top 
11 offensive players be at season’s end? 
Try picking your own from this shopp- 
ing list of stars. 

Quarterbacks make things go, and 
picking the No. 1 quarterback from 
among the returning field generals this 
fall should be a hair-pulling chore. 

Schlichter, of course, is the Ohio 
State senior who was boomed as a 
Heisman Trophy candidate at the start 
of last season. And he certainly didn’t 
have a bad year by most standards. 

The 6-foot-3, 208-pounder passed for 
1,930 yards and 15 touchdowns as he hit 
122 of 226. And the Buckeyes had 
another fine year, finishing 9-3 after a 
Fiesta Bow! loss to Penn State. 

In his career, Schlichter has now 
passed for 4,996 yards and 33 
touchdowns, while adding 29 TDs 


I: past performances mean anything, 
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rushing. And this season he’ll have two 
of his receivers back in Gary Williams 
(64 receptions the past two years) and 
Thad Jemison, a promising sophomore. 

But Schlichter had the thunder stolen 
from him last year by quarterbacks at a 
couple of schools that make a habit of 
turning Out great quarterbacks — Stan- 
ford’s John Elway and Brigham 
Young’s Jim McMahon. 

McMahon would have to rank as the 
leading contender for first team honors 
this year. The 6-1, 178 senior passed for 
4,571 yards and 47 touchdowns in 1980, 
connecting on 284 of 445 passes for a 
.638 percentage. He set over 27 NCAA 
passing and total offense records last 
season and was fifth in the Heisman 
voting. 

McMahon, following in the cleats of 


_ former BYU flinger Gifford Nielson, 





was first team All-American for both 
the Associated Press and UPI and the 


only collegian to pass for over 4,000 


yards. He threw for 516 against Utah 
State, hitting 21 of 33 for = six 
touchdowns, and adding two scores by 
the rush. McMahon had five other 
games with 400-plus yards in the air. 

There are six returning starters on the 
Cougar offense, one of them wide 
receiver Dan Plater (6-3, 182), who 
caught eight TD passes last year. 

Under ordinary circumstances, 
McMahon might be considered a shoo- 
in for first-team honors again this 
season. But Elway is certainly far from 
ordinary. 

The 6-4, 202 junior from California 


was touted as one of the nation’s best 
before he ever put on a Stanford 
uniform. And he’s proven to be just 
that. 

The Cardinals are claiming Elway to 
be a legitimate Heisman candidate after 
what he did fast year. The first 
sophomore to earn first-team All- 
American honors in 18 years, Elway 
passed for 2,889 yards and a Pac-10 
record 27 touchdowns, hitting 248 of 
379 passes for 65.4 percent. 

Elway was also the first sophomore 
to ever win the Pac-10 Most Valuable 
Player award. And, with that extra year 
of confidence and receivers like Nelson, 
Andre Tyler and Mike Tolliver back, he 
should have an even greater junior 
season. 

The battle of superlatives has raged 
since the high school days of Elway and 
Marino as to which quarterback was 
greater. You'll have trouble getting 
anyone on the East Coast to pick Elway 
over Marino. 

Built along the same lines as Elway, 
Marino at 6-4 and 215 is capable of 
breaking a game Open at any time from 
any place on the field. But knee pro- 
blems and plenty of depth at that posi- 
tion for the Panthers has kept his stats 
from being as impressive as Elway’s. 

Still, Marino last year passed for 15 
touchdowns and 1,609 yards, nailing 
receivers 116 times in 224 attempts. The 
strong-armed junior will enjoy the 
presence of wide receiver Dwight Col- 
lins, who is certainly regarded as one of 
the top two or three in the country. 


As a freshman, Marino passed for 
1,680 yards and 10 touchdowns. 

Other quarterbacks to keep an eye on 
this fall include Steve Woods of 
Tennessee-Chattanooga, Buck Belue of 
Georgia, Homer Jordan of Clemson, 
Ben Bennett of Duke (only a 
sophomore), Mike Pagel of Arizona 
State, Mississippi’s John Fourcade and 
junior Reggie Collier of Southern 
Mississippi. 

Collier could be a sleeper. He rushed 
for over 500 yards last year as a 
sophomore and the 6-4, 210-pounder 
had only four passes intercepted in 216 
attempts as he hit 109 for 1,400 yards. 

While the quarterback crop appears 
abundant, the stable of running backs 
from coast to coast looks even better. 

While there seemed to be no real race 
for the Heisman last year as far as 
featured attractions such as Billy Sims 
and Charles White, the 1981 chase 
should be a dandy. 

Probably the top runner on 
everyone’s list going into the season is 
Georgia sophomore Herschel Walker. 
Many felt he should have won it last 
year as a freshman, but voters were 
reluctant to go with a rookie. 


national championship. 

Having Belue back at quarterback 
will help Walker’s chances of having 
another great season in 1981, but the 
Dogs must rebuild the offensive line. 
Sull, with Herschel carrying the ball as 
much or more than he did last year (274 
times for a 5.9-yard average), he should 
have an excellent shot at moving up in 
the Heisman voting. 

While a Heisman would be 
something new for Georgia; fans at 
Southern Cal think nothing of a prime 
contender every couple of years. This 
year it will be Allen, the former fullback 
who stepped in for White last fall and 
rushed for 1,563 yards in only 10 
games. 

A bruising 6-2, 202-pounder, Allen 
reportedly improved himself this spring 
with some hard work and dedication. 
He was also the leading receiver for the 
Trojans last season, hauling in 30 
passes. 

With Herschel in the Southeast and 
Marcus in the West, there are plenty of 
other great runners in between. 

The Southwest Conference, as usual, 
has some good ones. Baylor’s Walter 
Abercrombie had much to do with the 


Probably the top runner on everyone’s list going into 
the season is Georgia sophomore Herschel Walker. 


This year it may be difficult to keep 
Walker from grabbing that honor. 
Georgia, which won the national cham- 
pionship a year ago, will be rebuilding 
this year. But the Bulldogs will be doing 
SO against a schedule which smirks of 
10-1 or-better going into the bowls. 

Georgia coach Vince Dooley tried to 
break Walker in slowly last season. But 
he needed the unbelievably quick, 
strong and poised back sooner than an- 
ticipated. 

What Walker did astounded football 
fans and coaches — not to mention op- 
posing players. He, finished with an 
NCAA freshmen record 1,616 yards 
rushing (with 200 yards or more in one 
game four different times), was a con- 
sensus first-team All-American, third in 
the Heisman balloting, UPI National 
Offensive Player of the Year and the 
MVP in Georgia’s Sugar Bow] triumph 
over Notre Dame which clinched the 


Bears being in the Cotton Bow] last Jan. 
1. And SMU'’s duo of Craig James and 
Eric Dickerson are as good as any set of 
running backs in the land. Arkansas has 
one of the best around in Gary Ander- 
son. 

Anderson, a 6-1, 175 junior flyer 
from Columbia, Mo., is still looking for 
the right place to utilize his talents. He 
gained 561 yards last year in only 97 
carries and was the Hall of Fame Bowl’s 
MVP with 156 yards in just 1! carries. 
He also caught 23 passes for 153 yards 
and was even moved to wide receiver 


for the season finale. But he’s back to. 


running back now, where he was the 
Southwest Conference Newcomer of 
the Year in 1979 after gaining 438 yards 
in 77 tries and grabbing 19 passes for 
173 more. He’s also a very dangerous 
punt returner. 

Dickerson was one af the most heavi- 
ly recruited prep runners in the nation 


three years ago. And he’s been a good 
one for SMU. But he’s not been able to 
shake James for the full-time starting 
job. So they split time. 

Last year James gained 890 yards and 
had 225 in 23 carries against BYU in the 
Holiday Bowl. He rushed for 146 yards 
against Texas in the Ponies’ 20-6 upset 
in Austin. His two-year total of 1,657 is 
already seventh on the career list at 
Southern Methodist. He was named 
first team on the SWC team by both 
wire services. 

James is big at 6-1 and 210. But 
Dickerson, also a junior, is even more 
trouble at 6-3 and 205. He led the 
Mustangs in rushing last year with 928 
yards and was named second team 
SWC. While he runs the 100 in 9.4, 
that’s just a half step ahead of James. 
Both can fly. 

But the league’s leading rusher last 
year was Abercrombie, the 6-0, 203 
senior from Waco who made third- 
team All-American last year after 
rushing for 1,187 yards and 10 
touchdowns. An outstanding pro pro- 
spect, his biggest forte is consistency. 
He rushed for over 100 yards eight dif- 
ferent games last year and 15 in his 
career for the Bears. 

Although not the pro prospect that 
McMahon, Elway and crew are, 
Baylor’s Jay Jeffrey (5-10, 181) ran 
away with SWC honors last year in 
leading the Bruins to the league title. 
Jeffrey passed for 1,096 yards and ran 
for 453, ranking third in the league in 
total offense. He is the son of former 
Bear James and brother of former BU 
signal caller Neal. 

Although not given the national 
publicity of Allen, Walker and others, 
Maryland’s Charlie Wysocki ranks 
third among the returning yardage 
gainers in Division I. The 5-11, 204 
senior rushed for 1,359 yards and 11 
touchdowns last year. 

There’s another bright star in the 
Atlantic Coast Conference as North 
Carolina’s Kelvin Bryant will have the 
Stage all to himself after sharing with 
Amos Lawrence last fall. 

A dashing 6-2, 191l-pounder with 
much better speed than Lawrence, 
Bryant saw enough duty to rush for 
1,039 yards in 1980 — even though he 
did not start! And he scored 12 
touchdowns. The only players in the 
country with more yardage and better 
averages per carry (Kelvin had 5.9 per 
try) were Heisman winner George 
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Rogers and Nebraska’s Jarvis Redwine. 
Both graduated. 

A 9.2 sprinter, Bryant is one of those 
names you could be hearing a lot more 
before the season is finished. He had 
199 yards against Duke in the regular 
season finale to set the stage for what 
should be a great junior season. He 
missed most of his freshman campaign 
with a separated shoulder. 

Another big name in the South is 
Florida’s James Jones. Big? At 6-3, 235 
he’s an awesome sight for linebackers 
and defensive backs who have to stop 
him, 

Jones made the transition to fullback 
last year as a sophomore and led the 
Gators in rushing with 657 yards and a 
4.4 average. With Florida promising to 
be on the move in 1981 and a good line 
in front of him, Jones should have an 
outstanding junior year. 


Some of the nation’s better NFL pro- 
spects come from some of the schools 
still trying to earn their spurs in national 
recognition. 

Mississippi State, which knocked off 
Alabama last year, had one of the coun- 
try’s top flankers in Mardye McDole. 
The offense this year will fall more on 
the legs of Michael Haddix. He’s 6-3 
and 210 and he can motor. Last year 
Haddix rushed for only 724 yards, but 
that total came on only 133 carries for a 
5.4 average. As a sophomore Haddix 
rushed for 1,173 yards in 193 tries. He 
was the third leading ball carrier in the 
Southeast Conference last year. 

The braggin’ doesn’t stop there in 
Mississippi. Southern Miss fans claim 
there may not be a finer money runner 
than Sammy Winder, who led the na- 
tion in scoring last year with 20 
touchdowns. A 6-0, 191 runner who can 
make yardage in traffic, Winder has 
averaged 4.1 yards a carry through his 
career and had 996 last year. 

Other runners around the South with 
top credentials include Cyrus Lawrence 
of Virginia Tech, Barry Redden of 
Richmond, Theron McClendon of 
McNeese State (5.0 average last year) 
and Gregory Jones of Alcorn A&M. 

The New England area is noted for 
tough, durable backs in basically con- 
servative offenses. Making the noise 
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this year should be Lorenzo Bouier of 
Maine and Rich Diana of Yale, while 
not so far away Penn State fans will 
roar about the running of Curt Warner. 

Bouier ts the leading returning rusher 
in Division I-AA after a sophomore 
season which produced 1,622 yards in 
349 carries. He could have gone to a 
major school if it had not been for some 
classroom problems, and at 6-0, 190, 
he’s got speed to burn. 

Diana was the pride of the Ivy 
League with his 1,074 yards and 4.7 
average as a junior. He's built to take 
punishment at 5-11, 215. 

Warner is another of those bullish 
Penn State backs who could wind up 
being one of the best for coach Joe 
Paterno. He is 6-0 and 192 and quick 
enough that he averaged 4.7 yards per 
crack. On the season, he rushed for 922 
yards and caught 13 passes. He also has 
three career kickoff returns. With 1,623 
yards in his next two seasons, the 





Bell and Rhymes are alike 
in only one respect — 
they produce, and they 

produce quickly. 


Wyoming, W.Va., native will become 
the all-time leading rusher at PSU, 
replacing Lydell Mitchell at the top. 
And he wasn’t bad. 

The Midwest is always a good place 
to go looking for NFL backs. And there 
are some fine prospects again this year. 

Michigan, picked by many to win the 
national championship, has a pair of 
top backs. And they have perhaps the 
nation’s biggest and best offensive line 
in front of them. That, combined with 
the fact that the Wolverines will be 


' breaking in a mew quarterback and 


defenses will be cheating some to stop 
All-American flanker Anthony Carter, 
should mean a great year for both 
Butch Woolfolk and Stan Edwards. 
Woolfolk, the bigger and faster of 
the two (6-2, 207) led Michigan in 
rushing last year with 1042 yards and a 
5.3 average. Edwards, playing fullback 
at a compact 6-1, 205, rushed for 901 
and a 4.7 average. With Carter averag- 


ing 6.8 on his reverses and counters, the 
Wolverines should be a major problem 
for any defense thev face. 

And, to the glee of most college foot- 
ball fans, one of the first defenses 
Michigan will face will be that of Notre 
Dame. Those two are scheduled to 
square off Sept. 19 in Ann Arbor in a 
game that could go a long way toward 
determining a national champion. 

The Fighting Irish have a back of 
their own who has drawn some rave 
notices. Phil Carter is only 5-10, but he 
packs 193 pounds on that strong, quick 
frame and he’s double tough to get a 
solid shot at when he’s got the ball. 

A junior from Tacoma, Wa., Carter 
rushed for 822 yards and a 4.4 average 
last year despite missing four games and 
most of a fifth with a thigh bruise. He 
had 103 yards against Michigan last 
year and then ripped Michigan State for 
254 in 40 carries to earn national honors 
for the week. He lost two yards on his 
final carry to cost him the school 
record, 255 by Vegas Ferguson. 
Carter's 166.7 average per game ranked 
second in the nation. 

Over in Big Eight Country, the em- 
phasis in on youth. Perhaps the top two 
runners in the league are Kansas 
sophomore Kerwin Bell and Oklahoma 
soph Buster Rhymes. Also dangerous 
runners are Nebraska junior Roger 
Craig and Oklahoma junior fullback 
Stanley Wilson. 

Bell and Rhymes are alike in only one 
respect — they produce, and produce 
quickly. Bell was a first-team All Big 
Eight pick after setting a league rushing 
mark for rookies with 1,114 vards. He’s 
a 5-9, 195 jitterbugger from California. 

Rhymes came on strong late in the 
season after being broken in slowly by 
coach Barry Switzer and his staff. Then 
this spring he added 20 pounds to 
become an awesome 6-3, 222-pound 
hunk of 4.5 flyer. If the OU wishbone 
gets the blocking schemes on the cor- 
ners down early and a new quarterback 
of quality emerges, Rhymes could have 
the entire country taking notice. 

Craig was only the third-team I-back 
at Nebraska last year. But what a year! 
The 6-2, 204-pounder from Davenport, 
la., rushed for 769 yards in 108 carries 
and scored an astounding 15 
touchdowns, second best in the league. 
When Redwine and Craig Johnson were 
both injured in the first quarter at Col- 
orado, Craig came through with 176 
yards. He also had 183 yards against 
Kansas State in — get this — only nine 
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carries. 

The only heralded senior in the Big 
Eight is Iowa State’s Dwayne Crut- 
chfield, a 6-2, 220 horse who transfer- 
red to Ames from the junior college 
ranks last year and promptly staked 
ownership to the league trenches. Crut- 
chfield was 10th in the nation in rushing 
with 1,312 yards and a 4.6 average. He 
should have even better stats this year. 

Allen is certainly the brightest star on 
the West Coast. But the Trojan train 1s 
not the only star, by any means. 

Darin Nelson of Stanford will go 
down in NCAA record books as one of 
the most productive, all-purpose backs 
of all time. 

A tough 5-9 and 180 pounds, he was 
forced to redshirt in 1979 due to a 
hamstring injury suffered in track. He 
missed the Oklahoma upset last year, 
but still finished with 889 yards rushing 
(and a 5.5 average), 47 receptions for 
552 yards and eight total touchdowns. 

In his freshman year Nelson rushed 
for 1,069 yards (5.8) and caught 50 
passes for 524 yards. As a soph he ran 
for 1,061 (6.4) and caught 50 for 446. 
Stanford buffs call him the most ex- 
citing player in college football today. 
They may be right. 

Nelson has an outside chance to pass 


Love, 


Tony Dorsett as the all-time all-purpose 
performer in NCAA history. And he 
will likely become the first player in col- 
lege history to rank among the nation’s 
top 10 in both rushing and receiving 
career stats. He was also the first person 
in college football to rush for 1,000 
yards and catch 50 passes in the same 
year. A sprained ankle last year cost 
him a shot at a third straight season 


— with 1,000 and 50. 


Since Nelson became the first, there 
has been one other NCAA back to put 
together those kind of stats. And that’s 
San Jose State’s Gerald Willhite, a 5-11, 
190 speedster who rushed for 1,210 and 
caught 55 last year for a team that year 
in and year out produces winning 
records and NFL draft picks. 

You’d think that with all those 
quarterbacks and all the running backs, 
there would be a drop off somewhere — 
perhaps in wide receivers. 

But this might be an area reserved for 
some of the most talented of all in col- 
lege football this vear — and even in the 
next year or two. 

Carter came on like gang busters at 
Michigan last year to win his honors as 
the premier flanker in the country. But 
the combination of hands, feet and size 
make receivers like Trumaine Johnson, 


Southwest 
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Andre Tyler, Dwight Collins and Tony 
Hunter loaded dynamite. 

Carter is the least likely looking of 
the bunch if you were searching for 
game breakers. He’s only 5-11 and 161. 
But he caught 51 passes last year for 818 
yards and 14 touchdowns. Opposing 
defenses held their breath every time he 
ran a pattern. 

Hunter and Collins gained the na- 
tional fame for Notre Dame and Pitt, 
respectively. But Trumaine Johnson 
could be the player the NFL lays out the 
biggest bucks for in a couple of years. 

The 6-3, 190 junior runs the 40 in 4.4 
seconds and can catch the football. He 
latched onto 41 passes last season for 
Grambling, good for 910 yards and 13 
touchdowns. Tennessee State junior 
Mike Jones was the only other to score 
that many times with receptions. 

Hunter’s season will depend on how 
fast the Irish get quarterback Blair Kiel 
(or someone else) gets the passing game 
going. But there is no doubt Hunter is 
one of the nation’s most dangerous. 
He’s 6-5 and 211] and he can eat up the 
field with his long strides once he gets a 
bit of daylight. A great pair of hands 
led to 23 catches for 303 yards last year 
(when Notre Dame had quarterbacking 
problems) after 27 and 690 yards as a 
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Collins does not have the height of 
Hunter or Johnson, but he does have 
blinding speed and hands that were 
made for pulling down the passes. As a 
freshman flanker at Pitt last year he 
caught 30 passes for 827 yards (over 27 
yards a catch!) and 10 touchdowns. He 
averaged a TD every three catches! 

A prep All-American running back, 
he began the season as third-team runn- 
ing back at Pitt. But the Panthers soon 
decided they couldn’t waste this 
youngster’s speed (4.3) and leaping 
ability. And he proved his coaches to be 
correct judges of talent. 

As a freshman last year he set school 
records for total yards in receptions and 
yards in one game (183 against Florida 
State’s tough defense) and touchdown 
passes caught. Even though only 6-1 
and 202, he should wind up being one 
of the top receivers ever to play the 
game. 

The West Coast, as usual, has some 
of the NCAA statistical leaders in 
receiving. In addition to Willhite, Allen, 
Nelson and the running backs who 
catch ’em coming out of the backfield, 
there are some dazzling wide receivers 
like Stanford’s Andre Tyler, Southern 
Cal’s Jeff Simmons and Timmy White 
and, just a little further east, Utah 
State’s James Murphy. 

Murphy missed by one of being the 
nation’s leading receiver a year ago as a 
junior. He flagged down 66 for 996 
yards and 10 touchdowns, while Dave 
Young of Purdue (graduated this year) 
had 67 for 917. Murphy is only 5-11 by 
175, but runs great pass routes and cat- 
ches anything close. 

Tyler caught 53 for 737 yards and 
seven touchdowns for Stanford and 
should have an even finer year now that 
All-American teammate Ken Margerum 
has graduated. He’s 6-1 and 175. 

The pair of USC wide-outs are 
juniors, with their best years ahead of 
them. But Simmons averaged 14.7 
yards a catch last year as a soph and 
White 23.6, so they can be a factor if 
the Trojans find a quarterback who can 
get the ball to them. 

Rainey Meszaros of Pacific actually 
had more receptions than anyone else in 
the country last year (68), but he had an 
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extra game to do it. His 1,062 yards was 
also tops. But only three catches went 
for touchdowns by the junior-to-be 
receiver. 

Although he fits into the backfield as 
a running back, Portland State’s Kenny 
Johnson wound up catching 72 passes 
for 1,011 yards and 11 TDs last season 
to top Division 1-AA. At only 5-9, 170, 
his future in football would seem to be 
at a wide receiver spot. Portland State 
also hopes Stuart Gaussoin, who led the 
NCAA with 90 catches in 1979, will be 
fully recovered from an injury which 
kept him out in 1980. 

Back to the Southlands, Georgia fans 
will always remember the catch and run 


by flanker Lindsay Scott that beat | 
the final | 


Florida (a 93-yarder in 
minute). But the 6-1, 190 senior caught 
18 others last year and has 1,370 yards 
in receptions in his career. 

Both Notre Dame and UCLA claim 
to have the best tight end in the country. 





And if there is a showcase | 


for the defense in 1981, it 
would have to be at 
linebacker. 


The Irish have good reason to brag. 
Dean Masztak is a 6-4, 227 senior who 
can block, catch and run. In only five 
games last year he had eight catches for 


_ 97 yards. 


Tim Wrightman (6-4, 240) is a three- 


ches for 639 yards in his career. Only his 
4.9 time in the 40 keeps him from being 
a prime NFL prospect, and he’s work- 
ing on that. 

The Southwest conference has two 
Outstanding tight ends in Robert Hub- 
ble (6-8, 247) of Rice and Lawrence 


| Sampleton (6-6, 230) of Texas. Hubble 


was the first-team pick in the SWC last 
year, while Sampleton has been a stan- 
dout for the Longhorns since his 
freshman year. 

Maryland’s John Tice (6-5, 228) is 
one of the best in that part of the coun- 
try, while the Southeast Conference can 
boast of Georgia’s Norris Brown, 


' year letterman at UCLA and has 45 cat- 


whoaveraged 21 yards on 12 catches in 
1980; Florida’s Charles Faulkner, who 
caught 24 passes; and Louisiana State's 
Malcolm Scott, a 6-4, 237 junior. 

Of those who would rather kick than 
run, throw or catch, the limelight 
should be on such stars as Harry Oliver 
of Notre Dame, Ish Ordonez of Arkan- 
sas and Peter Kim of Alabama. Oliver 
hit 18 of 23 last year, while 
Washington's Chuck Nelson got three 
points on 18 of his 26 tries as a 
sophomore. 

Giving all those specialists time and 
room to do their thing will be the job of 
a group of offensive linemen who rate 
NFL scrutiny. 

This is an exceptional year for offen- 
sive tackles, led by Terry Tausch (6+, 
240) of Texas, Doug Mosebar (6-7, 265) 


_ of USC, Ed Muransky and Bubba Paris 


of Michigan (both 6-7, 270) and Pitt’s 
Jimbo Covert (6-5, 279). But watch out 
for the development of Virginia’s Dave 
Sullivan (6-8, 278) and Notre Dame’s 
Phil Pozderac (6-9, 260). 

The great guards come from all over 
the country. Michigan has a big one in 
Kurt Becker (6-6, 252), while 
Oklahoma’s Terry Crouch (6-1, 275) ts 
another in a long line of sterling linemen 
for the Sooners. Wayne Harris of 
Mississippi State is a 6-3, 275 junior 
who has already gotten A-plus grading. 
Then there are Sean Farrell of Penn 
State, Roy Foster of USC, Emil Barnes 
of Pit and Joe Lukens of Ohio State. 
Any pair would make a great All- 
American selection. 

There’s a hot battle brewing for All- 
American center honors, too. Brad 
Edelman of Missoui (6-5, 255) is one of 
the biggest and best in the land, but 
Nebraska’s Dave Rimington is regarded 
by some folks in the Big Eight as his 
equal, though a year behind. 

John MacCaulay of Stanford, Roger 
Levasa of Oregon State and Dan 
Mackie of Arizona State divide the 
loyalties of the Pac-10 followers. And 
Lee North of Tennessee is outstanding. 

While the offensive standouts tip the 
scales in their favor, there is certainly no 
shortage of defensive talent in the na- 
tion. 

And if there is a showcase for the 
defense in 1981, it would have to be at 
linebacker. 

Returning after winning AIll- 
American honors a year ago are such 
stars as Chip Banks of Southern Cal 
(6-5, 228), Bob Crable of Notre Dame 
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THE OFFENSE 


TIGHT ENDS 
Dean Masztak, Notre Dame, 6-4, 227, Sr. 
Robert Hubble, Rice, 6-8, 247, Sr. 
Tim Wrightman, UCLA, 6-3, 240, Sr. 
Lawrence Sampleton, Texas, 6-6, 230, Sr. 
Norris Brown, Georgia, 6-3, 215, Jr. 
Charles Faulkner, Florida, 6-5, 248, Jr. 
John Tice, Maryland, 6-5, 228, Jr. 
Tracy Franz, San Jose State, 6-5, 245, Sr. 
Malcom Scott, LSU, 6-4, 222, Jr. 


TACKLES 

Terry Tausch, Texas, 6-4, 240, Sr. 

Ed Muransky, Michigan, 6-7, 270, Sr. 
Bubba Paris, Michigan, 6-7, 270, Sr. 
Doug Mosebar, USC, 6-7, 265, Sr. 
Jimbo Covert, Pitt, 6-5, 279, Sr. 
Chris Koehne, NC State, 6-5, 259, Sr. 
Dave Sullivan, Virginia, 6-8, 278, Jr. 


Phil Pozderack, Notre Dame, 6-9, 260, Sr. 
Max Hooper, San Jose State, 6-4, 260, Sr. 


Keith Uecker, Auburn, 6-5, 238, Sr. 
Gerald Smith, Kentucky, 6-5, 242, Jr. 
John Canei, Miami, Fla., 6-5, 251, Sr. 


GUARDS 
Terry Crouch, Oklahoma, 6-1, 275, Sr. 
Kurt Becker, Michigan, 6-6, 252, Sr. 
Wayne Harris, Miss. State, 6-3, 275, Jr. 
Sean Farrell, Penn State, 6-3, 250, Sr. 
Roy Foster, USC, 6-4, 260, Sr. 
Emil Boures, Pitt, 6-3, 267, Sr. 
Joe Lukens, Ohio State, 6-4, 258, Jr. 
Ken Hammond, Vanderbilt, 64, 266, Sr. 


CENTERS 
Brad Edelman, Missoun, 6-5, 260, 5r. 
Kent Hull, Miss. State, 6-5, 235, Sr. 
John MacCaulay, Stanford, 6-3, 242, Sr. 
Dan Mackie, Arizona State, 6-5, 250, Jr. 
Lee North, Tennessee, 6-2, 250, Sr. 
Steve Mott, Alabama, 6-3, 247, Jr. 


Harris Burnett, Cal State-Fullerton, 6-3, 251, Sr. 


Roger Lavasa, Oregon State, 6-2, 255, Sr. 


WIDE RECEIVERS 
Anthony Carter, Michigan, 5-11, 161, Jr. 


Kenny Johnson, Portland State, 5-9, 170, Sr. 
Trumaine Johnson, Grambling, 6-3, 190, Jr. 


Timmy White, USC, 5-11, 180, Jr. 
Jeff Simmons, USC, 6-3, 185, Jr. 
Andre Tyler, Stanford, 6-1, 175, Sr. 
Dwight Collins, Pitt, 6-1, 202, Soph, 
Lindsay Scott, Georgia, 6-1, 190, Sr. 
Tyrone Young, Florida, 6-6, 195, Jr. 
Perry Tuttle, Clemson, 6-0, 172, Sr. 


Kenny Duckett, Wake Forrest, 5-11, 187, Sr. 
Wayne Baumgardner, Wake Forest, 6-1, 194, Sr. 


Tony Hunter, Notre Dame, 6-5, 211, Jr. 


Anthony Hancock, Tennessee, 5-11, 180, Sr. 
Gary Williams, Ohio State, 6-2, 206, Jr. 
James Murphy, Utah State, 5-11, 175, Sr. 
Henry Gordon, Grambling, 5-11, 175, Sr. 
Rainey Meszaros, Pacific, 6-1, 181, Sr. 
Stuart Gaussoin, Portland State, 5-9, 170 


QUARTERBACKS 


Jim McMahon, BYU, 6-1, 182, Sr. 
John Elway, Stanford, 6-4, 205, Jr. 


Steve Woods, Tenn-Chattanooga, 6-1, 185, Sr. 


Art Schlichter, Ohio State, 6-3, 208, Sr. 
Jay Jeffrey, Baylor, 5-10, 181, Sr. 

Dan Marino, Pitt, 6-4, 215, Jr. 

Buck Belue, Georgia, 6-1, 185, Sr. 
Homer Jordan, Clemson, 6-0, 174, Jr. 
Ben Burnett, Duke, 6-1, 190, Soph. 
Mike Pagel, Arizona State, 6-2, 200, Sr. 
John Fourcade, Mississippi, 6-1, 215, Sr. 
Reggie Collier, 6-4, 210, So. Miss, Jr. 
Jim Kelly, Miami, Fla., 6-3, 210, Jr. 


RUNNING BACKS 
Walter Abercrombie, Baylor, 6-0, 203, Sr. 
Craig James, SMU, 6-1, 210, Jr. 
Enc Dickerson, SMU, 6-3, 205, Jr. 
Marcus Allen, USC, 6-2, 202, Sr. 
Herschel Walker, Georgia, 6-2, 224, Soph, 
Charlie Wysocki, Maryland, 5-11, 204, Sr. 
Cyrus Lawrence, Virginia Tech, 5-9, 198, Sr. 
Dwayne Crutchfield, lowa State, 6-2, 220, Sr. 
Floyd Allen, VMI, 5-11, 180, Sr. 
Barry Redden, Richmond, 6-4), 210, Sr. 
Kerwin Bell, Kansas, 5-9, 195, Soph. 
Gerald Willhite, San Jose State, 5-11, 190, Sr. 
Rich Diana, Yale, 5-11, 215, Sr. 


Theron McClendon, McNeese St, 5-8, 162, Sr. 


Greg Jones, Miami-Ohio, 5-8, 178, Sr. 
Sammy Winder, So. Miss, 6-0, 200, Sr. 
Lorenzo Bouier, Maine, 6-40, 190, Jr. 

Kelvin Bryant, North Carolina, 6-2, 185, Jr. 
Stan Edwards, Michigan, 6-1, 205, Sr. 
Butch Woolfolk, Michigan, 6-2, 207, Sr. 
Michael Haddix, Miss State, 6-3, 210, Sr. 
Curt Warner, Penn State, 6-0), 192, Sr. 
Darin Nelson, Stanford, 5-9, 180, Sr. 
Buster Rhymes, Oklahoma, 6-3, 220, Soph. 
Stanley Wilson, Oklahoma, 6-0, 195, Jr. 
Phil Carter, Notre Dame, 5-10, 193, Jr. 
Willie Gittens, Arizona State, 5-10, 180, Jr. 
Gary Anderson, Arkansas, 6-1, 175, Jr. 
James Jones, Florida, 6-3, 234, Jr. 

Gregory Jones, Alcorn A&M, 5-11, 185, Sr. 
Roger Craig, Nebraska, 6-2, 204, Jr. 


KICKERS 
Ish Ordonez, Arkansas, 5-7, 145, Sr. 
Harry Oliver, Notre Dame, 5-11, 165, Sr. 
Chuck Nelson, Washington, 6-0, 175, Sr. 
Dana Moore, Miss State, 5-11, 185, Jr. 
Eddie Garcia, SMU, 5-9, 175, Sr. 
Brian Clark, Florida, 6-3, 198, Sr. 
Pete Kim, Alabama, 5-8, 164, Jr. 
Steve Fehr, Navy, 6-1, 195, Sr. 
John Cooper, Boston College, 5-10, 186, Sr. 


THE DEFENSE 


ENDS 


Jimmy Williams, Nebraska, 6-3, 227, Sr, 
Stuart Anderson, Virginia, 6-2, 220, Sr. 
Billy Ray Smith, Arkansas, 6-3, 228, Jr. 
Mike Cofer, Tennessee, 6-5, 230, Jr. 
Arthur King, Grambling, 6-4, 256, Sr. 


TACKLES 


Kenneth Sims, Texas, 6-6, 265, Sr. 
Fletcher Jenkins, Washington, 6-2, 247, Sr. 
Dennis Edwards, USC, 6-4, 230, Sr. 
Jimmy Payne, Georgia, 6-4, 243, Jr. 
Harvey Annstrong, SMU, 6-2, 255, Sr. 
David Galloway, Florida, 6-3, 282, Sr. 

Irv Eatman, UCLA, 6-7, 270, Jr. 


Andrew Provence, South Carolina, 6-3, 255, Sr. 


Jerome Foster, Ohio State, 6-3, 264, Sr. 
Bill Pickel, Rutgers, 6-6, 260, Sr. 
Lester Williams, Miami, Fla., 6-3, 270, Sr. 


NOSE GUARDS 
Mark Jerue, Washington, 6-3, 231, Sr. 
George Achica, USC, 6-5, 250, Jr. 
Eddie Weaver, Georgia, 6-0, 270, Sr. 
Michael Carter, SMU, 6-2, 265, Jr. 
Warren Lyles, Alabama, 6-3, 253, Sr. 
Johnnie Lewis, Oklahoma, 6-2, 230, Sr. 


LINEBACKERS 
Ricky Young, Oklahoma State, 6-1, 210, Sr. 
Chip Banks, USC, 6-5, 228, Sr. 
Robert Thompson, Michigan, 6-3, 215, Sr. 
Ken Driscoll, Washington, 6-0, 215, Jr. 
Johnnie Cooks, Miss State, 6-4, 240, Sr. 
Chet Parlavecchio, Penn State, 6-2, 225, Sr. 


Darrell Nicholson, North Carolina, 6-2, 235, Sr. 


Bob Crable, Notre Dame, 6-3, 222, Sr. 

Mark Zavagnin, Notre Dame, 6-2, 230, Jr. 
Vernon Maxwell, Arizona State, 6-3, 225, Sr. 
Marcus Marek, Ohio State, 6-2, 216, Jr. 
Thomas Boyd, Alabama, 6-3, 212, Sr. 

Kirk Harmon, Pacific, 6-3, 235, Sr. 


CORNERBACKS 


Darrell Songy, Oklahoma, 6-0, 185, Jr. 
Dennis Tabron, Duke, 5-10, 176, Sr. 
John Krimm, Notre Dame, 6-2, 183, Sr. 
Jeremiah Castille, Alabama, 5-11, 171, Jr. 
Bill Bates, Tennessee, 6-0, 189, Jr. 

James Britt, LSU, 6-0, 189, Sr. 

Mike Haines, Grambling, 6-1, 175, Sr. 
Fred Marion, Miami, Fla., 6-3, 194, Sr. 


SA FETIES 


Van McElroy, Baylor, 6-2, 219, Sr. 

Paul Lankford, Penn State, 6-1, 173, Sr. 
Mike Richardson, Arizona State, 6-1, 192, Jr. 
Tommy Wilcox, Alabama, 5-11, 187, Jr. 

Jim Bob Harris, Alabama, 6-2, 189, Sr. 


PUNTERS 
Rohn Stark, Florida State, 6-3, 190, Sr. 
Case de Bruijn, Idaho State, 6-1, 171, Sr. 
Ralph Giacomarro, Penn State, 6-2, 192, Sr. 
Mike Black, Arizona State, 6-3, 190, Jr. 
Guy McClure, Utah State, 6-1, 190, Sr. 
Jim Arnold, Vanderbilt, 6-3, 195, Sr. 
Bucky Scribner, Kansas, 6-0, 205, Jr. 
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(6-3, 222) and Johnnie Cooks of 
Mississippi State (6-4, 240). 

But they’ll have to be on their worst 
behavior to keep their spots. Ricky 
Young of Oklahoma State has had 
three tremendous years in the Big Eight, 
while Robert Thompson of Michigan 
(6-3, 215) is a savage hitter who can get 
to the ball. Ken Driscoll of Washington 
is only 5-11, but packs a punch in his 
216 frame. And Alabama’s Thomas 
Boyd may be as good or better than any 
of them when it comes to chasing from 
sideline to sideline with his 6-3, 212 
body. 

Among the down linemen there are 
some big names and big bodies. And 
few faint hearts. 

Kenneth Sims of Texas made 
believers of everyone last year with his 
6-6, 265 tackles. So did Dennis Edwards 
of USC, who, at 6-4, 230, is on most 
everyone’s A-A list. Georgia received 
most of its tackles and a lot of inspira- 
tion from Jimmy Payne (6-4, 243), with 
UCLA claiming to have the best in the 
West — or perhaps anywhere else — in 
Irv Eatman (6-7, 270). 

The South has some other good ones 
in Florida tackle David Galloway (6-3, 
282), Alabama nose guard Warren 
Lyles (6-3, 253) and Georgia nose guard 
Eddie Weaver (6-0, 270). Although 
nearly lost in a forrest of stars, USC 
nose guard George Achica (6-5, 250) is 
every bit as good as his prep clippings 
said he was going to be three years ago. 

A name to watch is that of Michael 
Carter at SMU. An injury his freshmen 
year kept the 6-2, 265 strongboy out of 
all but three games. Then last year he 
started the season at tackle. 

But when Carter, who is the NCAA 
indoor and outdoor track shotput 
champion, moved to nose guard, he 
came into his own. Although tackle 
Harvey Armstrong (all-SWC) led the 
Ponies in tackles with 99, Carter finish- 
ed strong enough to be named the 
defensive MVP in the Holiday Bowl. 
He is undoubtedly one of the top 
athletes in college today. 

Washington’s Mark Jerue (6-3, 231) 
| is another who really came on strong at 
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the end of 1980, leading the Huskies to 
their Rose Bowl berth. But he’s got the 
long shadow of Achica to deal with at 
the other end of the Coast. 

While there seems to be an abun- 
dance of big, strong, mobile linemen to 
choose from and even more spectacular 
linebackers, the college football scene in 
1981 appears to have a shortage of pro- 
ven stars at defensive end. 

Two of the most gifted are 
Nebraska’s Jimmy Williams and 
Arkansas’ Billy Ray Smith. 

Williams is another of those Cor- 
nhusker walk-on success stories as he 
and brother Toby came to Lincoln on 
their own from Washington D.C. and 
have made it big for coach Tom 
Osborne. 

Jimmy, at 6-3 and 216, failed to 
receive a lot of due respect last year as 
he played on the opposite side from 
Derrie Nelson, one of the nation’s best. 
But this season should belong to Jimmy 
and Toby (6-4, 250). Typical of the 
rangy, fast linemen Nebraska relies on, 
Jimmy will chase from sideline to 
sideline, or just stand in and shoot it out 
with the best and biggest of backs. 

Smith is a 6-34, 228 junior who has 
played nose guard, tackle and now end 
on defense. He started for the Razor- 
backs as a freshman, making 53 tackles. 
But as a sophomore he was devastating, 
smashing in on 84 tackles, with 17 of 
those behind the line of scrimmage. At 
this new position, his best playing 
weight and his fire and vicious tackling 
should be enough to gain him national 
acclaim. 

Tennessee’s Mike Cofer (6-5, 230) 
played end until this past spring, when 
he was moved to linebacker. At end he 
would have a better chance of post- 
season honors. But at linebacker he 
could make good use of his nose for the 
football and his tremendous size and 
strength. Teammate Mike E. Cofer 
(‘“Go’”’ to Vol fans, while Mike L. its 
““Stop’’) Is a 6-2, 226 senior tight end 
who has seen little playing time, but has 
a lot of the things the pro scouts will be 
looking for. And defensive end Brian 
Ingram, sidelined just before the start 
of the 1980 season, will be back for 
another try at his senior year with all- 
star credentials. He’s 6-4, 225 with plen- 
ty of muscle and agility. 

There are two other top prospects in 
the South. Virginia’s Stuart Anderson 
(6-2, 220) is a fine athlete. And Grambl- 
ing’s Arthur King has perhaps the best 
physical tools of any of the defensive 


ends at 6-4 and 256 with pro-type speed. 

Last year was a great one for the 
NFL to pick up defensive backs, such as 
UCLA's Kenny Easley, USC’s Ronnie 
Lott and Dennis Smith and others. But 
1981 will start without that type of class 
already proven on the field. It will be a 
year for someone to move in a take 
charge as the best in the land. 

Alabama has three star candidates in 
its secondary, led by senior safety Jim 
Bob Harris (6-2, 189). Tommy Wilcox 
is another safety with all-star creden- 
tials, but is not as big (5-11, 187) and 
only a junior. Cornerback Jeremiah 
Castille (5-11, 171) may be lost in the 
shadow of those two, but he is a fine 
athlete. 

Baylor, hoping to repeat as 
Southwest Conference champions, will 
build its defense around the alert play of 
safety Vann McElroy, an all-SWC per- 
former last year and a striking physical 
specimen at 6-2, 219. Other safeties with 
All-American hopes include Penn 
State’s Paul Lankford (6-1, 173) and 
Arizona State junior Mike Richardson 
(6-1, 192). 

The field is wide open at cornerback, 
also. Oklahoma’s Darrell Songy, 
recruited originally as a safety, made 
the move to the corner last year and by 
the season’s end was one of the nation’s 
best. Bill Bate of Tennessee is almost 
identical in size to Songy (6-0, 185) and 
listed as a free safety. But he’s got the 
quickness to play the corner. 

John Krimm (6-2, 183) has been a 
starter at Notre Dame since his 
sophomore season. He makes few 
mistakes. But watch out for Irish 
sophomore Stacey Toran (6-4, 185), 
who may end up being the most spec- 
tacular of the secondary stars before 
he’s finished with his college days. 

This should be a great year for the 
National Football League clubs to go 
hunting for punters. Eight of the top 11 
in Division I return this fall, including 
Florida State’s remarkable Rohn Stark. 
Not only did he average 45.2 yards a 
kick, but he got those kicks so high that 
few were returned. In fact, FSU led the 
nation in net punting as only 28 boots 
were returned for a total of 146 yards. 

But Stark is certainly not the only 
kicker with pro-type stats. Southern 
Methodist senior Eric Kaifes had a 44.6 
average and Vanderbilt junior Jim Ar- 
nold was right behind with 44.2 on 72 
punts. The Big Eight has one of the 
country’s best in Kansas junior Bucky 
Scribner (44.1). @ 
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Georgia Facing Stiff 
Challenge In Kepeat Bid 





National Championship race appears to be wide open in 1981 after 
Bulldogs’ shocking title run last fall. 





O one expected Georgia to go 
unbeaten last year, have a 
freshman running back who 


would be a consensus All-American and 
lead the Bulldogs to the Southeast 
Conference title, a berth in the Sugar 
Bowl and a win over Notre Dame in 
New Orleans which handed Vince 
Dooley’s team a national championship. 


And no one will be expecting such 
high achievements by Georgia in 1981. 
But don’t count the "Dogs out of any 
national title talk yet. The race should 
be wide open. 


With Heisman Trophy hopeful 
Herschel] Walker returning for his 
sophomore year despite a flirtation with 
the Canadian Football League, Georgia 
has only to get past a couple of tough 
early contests to put itself right into the 
thick of things in the ratings game. 


But those familiar names of yore 
keep popping up in national champion- 
ship talk. Names like Alabama, 
Southern Cal, Oklahoma, Michigan, 
Notre Dame, Nebraska, Pittsburgh and 
Texas. 


All those, and a few others, feel they 
are capable of winning it all in 1981. In- 
deed, there could be more super powers 
among the super powers than in several 
years. 

If there is a sleeper this fall to match 
what Georgia did in 1980, it could be 
North Carolina. The Tar Heels don’t 
have to play Oklahoma this year, and 
that was their only loss last season — a 
loss that came when the Atlantic Coast 
Conference power was unbeaten and 
ranked sixth in the nation. 
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Ohio State, picked by many to win it 
all last year before losing two regular 
season games, is another that could sur- 
prise. And Florida State, drawing na- 
tionwide sympathy for having to face 
one of the most hazardous schedules of 
ail time, could use that schedule to its 
advantage after a great recruiting year. 

Pick one of the perennials (those 


teams contending year after year) and 








you'll find a flock of fans giving you 
reasons why their school ought to finish 
No. 1 after the bowl games Jan. 1. Pick 
one of the others like those two men- 
tioned, or Baylor or Southern 
Methodist or Brigham Young, and 
you'll get some arguments about how 
this will be their year to do what 
Georgia did the year before. 

As always, the ratings are never more 


| jumbled up than before the first kickoff 


on the college gridiron. 

But here’s a chance for you to size 
them up for yourself. In these next few 
pages you'll find capsule summanies on 
the top teams (alphabetically) from one 
end of the country to the other. 
(Oklahoma and Nebraska have already 
been dealt with in another portion of 
this magazine.) Study them carefully, 
then make your own analysis. Your 
ratings may be better than any of the 
major wire service polls. 


ALABAMA 

After losing two games last year (to 
Mississippi State and Notre Dame), the 
Crimson Tide will be doing some 
rebuilding this fall around its usual 
bristling defense. But all eyes in the na- 
tion will be on the win column behind 
Paul W. Bryant's name in the record 








books. 

Bryant is due to become the all-time 
winningest coach in college football if 
‘Bama can win nine games this season. 
And that’s never been a problem for the 
Bear. In his chase of Amos Alonzo 
Stagg’s mark, Bryant needs eight vic- 
tories to tie the record and nine to hold 
it by himself. By winning their first nine 
straight, the record-tyer should come at 
home against Rutgers and the breaker 
at home against Mississippi State. 

But Alabama opens against 
dangerous Louisiana State Sept. 5 in 
Baton Rouge — not the best of places 
to open the season if you're on the 
road. 

That’s about it for major challenges 
until Oct. 17 when the Tide takes on 


| Tennessee. By that time the Vols should 


be either beaten to a pulp or riding high, 
thanks to a schedule which includes 
Georgia, Southern Cal and Auburn. 

Alabama returns only four returning 
starters on offense, one of those place 
kicker deluxe Peter Kim. Bryant will be 
breaking in a complete new backfield, 
as only his split end, center Steve Mott 
and one tackle are back. 

Defensively, however, the Crimson 
Tide will be more than capable. 
Linebacker Thomas Bovd is one of the 
nation’s best, as are safeties Tommy 
Wilcox and Jim Bob Harris. Senior 
middle guard Warren Lyles is another 
all-star candidate. 

ARKANSAS 

The Razorbacks finished a dismal 3-5 
in the Southwest Conference last year. 
There weren't many experts who ex- 


_ pected the magic of Lou Holtz to come 
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up that short. 

Holtz faces a stiff challenge again this 
fall as the Razorbacks return only five 
starters on offense and six on defense. 
But their toughest conference games 
will all be played in Porker Land — 
Texas, Baylor, Houston and SMU. 

Tom Jones was somewhat of a disap- 
pointment last year al quarterback, and 
there is still some question as to just 
how strong the Porkers are at that posi- 
tion. Gary Anderson is a game breaker 
any time he touches the ball, but Holtz 
has shifted the Missouri flyer from run- 
ning back to flanker and back to runn- 
ing back. Darryl! Mason is one of the 
best wide receivers in the Southwest, but 
has been tried at tight end. 

Defensively, the Hogs can count on 
big plays from Billy Ray Smith, moved 
from nose guard to tackle and now to 
end. 

Keep in mind, however, that Holtz 
has been most dangerous when others 
were about to feel sorry for him. 


ARIZONA STATE 

If the Sun Devils were still in the 
WAC, they might be headed toward an 
unbeaten season. But they’re in the 
Pac-10, and they face a rugged schedule 
which includes UCLA, Stanford, 
Washington and California. About the 
only good word in scheduling ts that the 
Devils don’t meet Southern Cal this 
season. 

With nine returning starters on of- 
fense and eight on defense, however, 
coach Darryl Rogers is counting on 
much better things than last year’s 7-4 
record (5-3 in the conference). 

Quarterback Mike Pagel is not na- 
tionally acclaimed, but he is just about 
right for the ASU attack. And junior 
running back Willie Gittens is one of 
the most dangcrous in the Pac-10. He 
could have a great year. Center Dan 
Mackie heads an experienced, huge line 
which should go a long way toward 
making this an exciting year in Tempe. 

Defensively, there is a great blend of 
size and experience. Mike Richardson is 
an All-American type at safety, while 
the interior line and linebackers are big 
and strong. 

Linebacker Vernon Maxwell, like 
Richardson only a junior, gained some 
All-American recognition a year ago. 
Bryan Caldwell, a starter last year at 
end, had to enrol in junior college last 
spring in an effort to get eligible. If he 
makes the grades, he’ll bolster that Sun 
Devil defense considerably. 
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BAYLOR 

Grant Teaff should have a tough time 
coming up with an encore after last 
year’s 10-2 season and 8-0 SWC cham- 
pionship. But he’ll have some talented 
skill people around whom to build. 

The most important cogs of that Cot- 
ton Bowl squad returning are quarter- 
back Jay Jeffrey, running back Walter 
Abercrombie and safety Vann 
McElroy. 

Jeffrey was voted the league’s top 
quarterback last year and has the savvy 
and talent to make a young offense 
grow up around him. Abercrombie, ina 
league sporting some of the nation’s top 
backs, was the best in the Southwest last 
fall. But only two offensive linemen are 
back, and that will hurt both. 

McElroy is one of the best free 
safeties in the country, but Baylor has 
only three other starters from that title 
team back in Waco this year. And the 
Bears must play on the road against 
Houston, SMU, Arkansas and Texas. 
That is probably too much of a task to 
give even a coach like Teaff. 


BRIGHAM YOUNG 

Few teams won 12 games last year 
and still avoided national recognition. 
But BYU came close. 

The Cougars of coach LaVell Ed- 
wards were 12-1, including a thrilling 
46-45 win over SMU in the Holiday 
Bowl. And they scored 560 points, pass- 
ed for 4,918 yards and rushed for 1,502 
more to finish high in the nation in all 
offensive categories. But BYU was 
ranked only 1] Ith. 

It will be difficult to ignore the Pro- 
vo, Utah, school this fall as quarterback 
Jim McMahon returns to defend his 
first-team All-American status and im- 
prove on his record-setting pass totals. 

Brigham Young will welcome back 
half a dozen starters on both offense 
and defense, with the latter being more 
of a showcase than many think. Safety 
Mark Brady is exceptional and end 
Brad Anae is a super prospect. 

That 1981 BYU schedule looks like 
another 12-0 regular season (the 
Cougars face Hawaii, thus getting the 
extra contest). And, with McMahon 
and that dazzling offense, they should 
get an even better bowl bid. 


FLORIDA 
There was nothing flukey about 
Florida’s 8-4 season under Charley Pell 
last year. In fact, the Gators were the 
closest thing to a Cinderella team after 
Georgia — and they just about struck 
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the midnight gong on the Bulldogs in 
that late-season thriller that saw the 
eventual national champions win on a 
93-yard pass in the final seconds. 

There will be nine starters back on of- 
fense and seven on defense for Pell this 
year — and many of those are NFL 
types. 

Tight end Chris Faulkner is a stickout 
on offense, as is junior fullback James 
Jones, who was moved to that position 
last year and improved so much that he 
is now counted on as a high pro draft 
pick after two more years in Gator 
Country. Wayne Peace and Bob 
Hewko split time at quarterback, and 
they did so very effectively. 

On defense Florida must improve 
markedly to crash the national rank- 
ings. In tackle David Galloway and Fer- 
nando Jackson the Gators have two all- 
star contenders. And Pell hopes the 
move of Wilber Marshall from tight end 
to linebacker will help solidify that posi- 
tion. 

The schedule will again be a tough 
one, with Miami of Florida, Mississippi 
State and Louisiana State all in the first 
five games. Auburn, Georgia and 
Florida State will follow, so there are 
few breathers. 


FLORIDA STATE 

They should have given Bobby 
Bowden some great reward for what 
he’s done at Tallahassee the past two 
years. Instead they gave him a schedule 
that includes road dates at Nebraska, 
Ohio State, Notre Dame, Pittsburgh 
and Louisiana State — on consecutive 
dates (there is an off-week before Ohio 
State). If the Seminoles have any 
players left who can get out of bed in 
the morning, they have Miami and 
Florida to look forward to in 
November. 

But Bowden isn’t asking for prayers. 
He’s got seven starters back from a 
much-improved offense, six back on 
defense and punter Rohn Stark — who 
might be worth two or three starters. 

Quarterback Rick Stockstill had a 
standout junior year and his three 
favorite receivers are back in Hardis 
Johnson, Phil Williams and Sam 
Childers. Running backs Mike Whiting 
and Ricky Williams also return. But 
they’ll have to battle for playing time as 
FSU came up with some of the nation’s 
top prep runners in recruiting last spr- 
ing. 

There should be a fall-off on defense, 
but coaching, tradition and good 
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athletes will help there. Enough to over- 
come that nightmarish schedule? Only 
time will tell. 


GEORGIA 

The Bulldogs won't slip up on 
anyone this year. But they may not have 
ti, 

In winning the 1980 national cham- 
pionship, Georgia’s toughest games 
came in the opener (a 16-15 rally against 
Tennessee) and in the Nov. 8 miracle 
win at Florida (26-21). Other close calls 
came against Clemson (20-16), Ole Miss 
(28-21) and South Carolina (13-10). 

This season Coach Vince Dooley’s 
champs again open with Tennessee, but 
this time in Athens. A home date with 
Florida could be the only Top 20 
challenge Georgia faces all season — at 
least until the bowls roll around. 

The Dogs have their skill people 
back, but few to support them. With a 


light schedule and Herschel Walker, | 


however, the rebuilding of an offensive 
line and secondary should be much less 
painful. 

Walker turned the Bulldog fortunes 
around last fall. He is rated by most to 
be the most talented runner in the na- 
tion. And he’s just a sophomore. 
Quarterback Buck Belue was the AP 
AI-SEC first-teamer last year and a 
very instrumental force in the Bulldog 
run for the title. 

Flanker Lindsay Scott and tight end 
Norris Brown are all-stars. So is nose 
guard Eddie Weaver and tackle Jimmy 
Payne on defense. 

Despite the lack of returning starters, 
this will be a good Georgia football 
team. If they get past Tennessee early, 
the Bulldogs should continue climbing 
right up the ratings charts as the teams 
with tougher schedules knock each 
other off. 

It worked last year. 


HOUSTON 

The dominating force in the 
southwest Conference since leaving the 
ranks of the independents in 1976, the 
Cougars finally suffered through hard 
times last fall. Coach Bill Yeoman’s 
club was 7-5 overall, including a romp 
past Navy in the Garden State Bowl. 

This does not appear to be a good 
time for Houston to attempt a return to 
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the throne in the SWC. Only six starters 
are back on defense. And there are sull 
not enough proven skill people among 
the five starters returning on offense. 
Still, Houston will be a factor to be 
reckoned with in the Southwest. Lon- 
nell Phea is a lightning quick split end 
and Brent Chinn has the potential to 
develop as a threat at quarterback. Only 
two starters from that 1980 club will dot 


| the offensive line, however, and that 


will hurt. 

The interior line, usually a Cougar 
strong suit, will have to be rebuilt on 
defense. Cornerback Donnie Love is a 
fine athlete, and he'll try to hold things 
together while redshirts who are highly 
touted try to get back in the groove. 

The early-season schedule is not too 
challenging, and Houston will be at 
home against Texas, Baylor and SMU. 


LOUISIANA STATE 
Are the Bayou Bengals ready to 
return to the national limelight? We 
should know early, as Coach Jerry 
Stovall's club hosts Bear Bryant and 
Alabama. 
LSU welcomes back eight starters on 
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Meet all of your convention and vaca- 

tion needs in the elegant setting of a 

luxury hotel overlooking the Dallas 

skyline. 

+ Large, fully staffed meeting facilities 

* Courtesy airport transportation to and 
from D/FW Airport and Love Field 

* Tennis courts and swimming poo! 

* Five cocktail lounges 

* Texas-style disco 
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offense and seven on defense from last 
year’s 7-4 squad. But Stovall badly 
needs to find a big yardage player in the 
backfield. 

Last year’s top rusher was Jesse 
Myles, who gained 403 yards in only six 
games as a sophomore. Quarterback 
Alan Risher returns, as four members 
of the interior line. 

Cornerback James Britt is rated the 
best on defense, but there is a good 
blend of size and agility there. 
Linebackers Al Richardson and 
Lawrence Williams started last year as 
sophomores and should make a big dif- 
ference as more experienced, confident 
juniors in 1981. 

But the opening one-two punch on 
the schedule may be too much. 
Alabama on Sept. 5 and Notre Dame in 
South Bend Sept. 12 1s a terrible way to 
Start the new football vear. 


MARYLAND 
Many football fans fail to recognize 
the job that Jerry Claiborne has done 
with the Terrapin program. Marvland 
has gone to six bowl games since 1973 
and has won seven or more games each 
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* Rooftop dinner club with mellow live 
music and dancing 
* 3 fine restaurants 


* New hot tub and exercise room 


50% Savings on regular rates 
Friday and Saturday nights 
through 1981. 





1055 Rega! Row + Dallas, Texas 75247 
Toll free: 1-800-527-5208 « In Texas call collect: 0-214-634-8550 
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of the past eight seasons. 

After last vear’s 8-3 campaign the 
Terps may be ready to return to the 
bowling business. Tailback Charles 
Wyscoki is a big reason. He's rated as 
one of the nation’s best as a power run- 
ner. But he is one of only 12 seniors on 
the squad. 

There will be a new quarterback in 
1981, and the secondary lost its top five 
players last year. But the front line ts in 
good shape. Tight end John Tice leads 
the offensive line, while the move of 
Wayne Wingfield in the spring from 
tailback to safety should bolster the 
defense. 

From a scheduling standpoint, North 
Carolina ts a late date (Oct. 31), which 
should help. Flonda will be a tough 
mid-season foe. 


MICHIGAN 

Picked by many to win the national 
championship, and for good reason. 
The Wolverines are loaded. 

Now that Coach Bo Schembechler 
has gotten over his bow! game jinx, he'll 
try to take care of that other frustration 
of Michigan fans in recent years — a 
national title. 

The defending Big Ten champs 
return eight starters on offense, more 
than half of those bona fide All- 
American candidates. And Michigan 
will be even better on defense, with 1] 
different plavers back who started last 
year. Then throw in the starting punter 
and kicker from 1980's Rose Bowl win- 
ning team and you have a true national 
power. 

Anthony Carter was All-American as 
a sophomore last vear, and the lithe 
flanker should be even more dangerous 
this year. Finding a quarterback 
replacement will be the key, but 
Wolverine coaches recruited a prep All- 
American a year ago who should step 
night in. Tailback Butch Woolfolk is 
one of the most underrated in the na- 
tion — by all by the NFL scouts, that is. 
And fullback Stan Edwards is not far 
behind. 

They'll be running behind a line 
featuring Kurt Becker (6-6, 252), Norm 
Betts (6-5, 230 tight end), Ed Muransky 
(6-7, 270) and Bubba Panis (6-7, 270). 


NEXT MONTH: You won't want to 
miss the conclusion of this roundup of 
the top teams in the nation. The remain- 
ing members of college football's elite 
will be presented for your inspection. 


NEBRASKA FOOTBALL FANS!!! 





Introducing 


nah 
TOM fen We 
fy 





On 


puke 
iad "i 
ehh. ‘ey 






siillustrate 





THE BRAND NEW MAGAZINE 
DEVOTED TO CORNHUSKER SPORTS 


“HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED is truly a break- 
through for everyone associated with 
Nebraska sports. It tells the full story of 
Cornhusker football, gives the fan the 
inside scoop, and will be a tremendous 
help in our recruiting efforts. We here at 
the University will be avidly reading this 
fine publication. | urge Nebraska fans 
everywhere to do the same.” 


F bp bo ___ 


Tom Osborne 
Head Football Coach 
University of Nebraska 
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All the excitement of Nebraska football is now yours 
with a subscription to Huskers Illustrated. You'll get 
the complete story—with loads of full color 
photos—of all that’s happening with the Caor- 
nhuskers, on the field and off. 
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Here's what you'll read: * Complete game recaps « 
A look ahead to next week ® Full statistics « Coach 
and player interviews ® An inside look at recruiting * 
Features on Cornhuskers in the pros « Annual 
awards * What's going on around the Big Eight « 
And more. 


A one-year subscription is yours for only $19.95. 
Purchased separately these same 20 issues would 
cost $39.00. So you save 49% by subscribing direct. 


Start Huskers Illustrated coming today. Fillin the 
coupon right now (send along payment or charge 
your credit card) and mail it back to: Huskers 
Ilustrated, Box 83222, Lincoln, Nebraska 68501. 


When you subscribe to Huskers Illustrated you'll 
be supporting Nebraska athletics. A percentage 
of the subscription proceeds is donated to the 
University of Nebraska Athletic Department. 
These funds will be utilized to keep the Huskers on 
the top. 
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As our way of saying “Welcome!” you will qualify 
for a FREE 1980 Season Commemorative 
Medallion. This handsome handcrafted bronze 
medallion is worth $9.95. It’s yours free of charge. 
It's a great way to remember the 1980 season. 


y Valuable 
PiayerAword : 
Jarvis Redwine 
Lar 
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Huskers |llustrated comes to you 20 times a year, 
You get 9 monthly magazine issues for year-round 
coverage. Then 11 weekly updates during football 
season give you game-by-game reporting. 





You must be 100% satisfied with the in-depth 
reporting found in Huskers Illustrated, or a full re- 


fund on all unmailed issues will be sent at your 
request. 
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Huskers Illustratec 


Box 83222 © Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 
INTRODUCTORY 
SUBSCRIPTION COUPON 


() YES, | want to get in on all Cornhuskers action! 
Start my subscription to the Huskers Illustrated 
today. I'll get 20 issues for just $19.95—I save 
49% off single-copy prices. Plus, | will qualify to 
receive FREE the 1980 Commemorative Medallion 
shown here. | enclose payment or charge my 





credit card. 

CHECK ONE: 

_ lenclose payment. 

|_| Charge my credit card. 
-_| VISA () MasterCard 


Card No. 
Exp. date 








Name 
Address 
City 











Sir: 

Enclosed is my check for the introduc- 
tory offer of ‘‘Huskers Illustrated.'’ | am 
happy that this has happened — | miss- 
ed ‘'Cornhusker Sports."’ 

| am going to take you up on your of- 
fer of a refund, Mr. Henry — whatever 
you might wish to allow me on say next 
year’s subscription. Enclosed are some 
evidence of my past subscription to 
‘“Cornhusker Sports. "’ 

The one thing | would like your mail- 
ing department to have, is that | wish 
my weekly “'Husker Illustrated’’ copies 
to be sent to me first class mail, and 
whatever that may increase my 
subscription if you will let me know | 
will reply. Thank you. 

Yours very truly 

Keith R. Catchpole, 

San Marcos, CA 
Dear Keith: 

Thank you for your order, That's good 
thinking on having the weekly updates 
mailed to you first class. These publica- 
tions will be packed with statistics, quotes 
and pictures that you'll want before each 
Nebraska game this fall. And you can have 
them sent to you first class postage for on- 
ly $7 in addition to the one-year subscrip- 
tion rate. 

Yours truly, 
Mike Henry 


Dear Huskers Illustrated: 


This letter is a little behind schedule, 
with regard to an article | read in the Lin- 
coln paper a few weeks ago. It was about 
your new magazine. | was a subscriber to 
‘Inside Cornhusker Sports,’’ and accor- 
ding to your article it says that all people 
who were subscribers to the above men- 
tioned magazine get a free subscription for 
one year. Unfortunately, | have lost my 
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Statement from LeDuc Publishing which 
acknowledges the statement. So | have 
enclosed an address label from an old 
issue. | hope this will serve as proof that | 
had a subscription to “‘Inside Cornhusker 
Sports."’ If it won't, please write and tell 
me otherwise, since | do want a subscrip- 
tion. 

Thank you kindly, 

Scott Huff, 

York, NE 


Dear Scott: 

We appreciate your interest, but there 
has been a bit of a misunderstanding. The 
offer we are making to all former 
subscribers to the LeDuc Enterprises 
publication “Inside Cornhusker Sports” is 
that if they will purchase a one-year 
subscription to “Huskers Illustrated” for 
$19.95 (add 85 cents tax in the state of 
Nebraska), we will give you an additional 
number of issues depending on the number 
you still had coming on your previous 
subscription. In other words, if you received 
only 10 of 20 issues you were entitled to 
from LeDuc, you would get a full 20 issues 
of “Huskers Illustrated,” and then 10 more 
issues at no cost. | hope this clears up the 
situation, and that you place your order 
before the start of the footbal] season so 
that we may give you credit for those free 
issues you have coming — and put you on 
the list for a free Jarvis Redwine medallion. 

Yours truly, 
Mike Henry 


Dear Mr. Henry: 

| accept your offer for a one (1) year 
Subscription to your new publication of 
‘Huskers Illustrated.’ 





With respect to the publication ‘‘Inside 
Cornhusker Sports,”’ | was a subscriber. | 
cannot provide you with cancelled checks 
of mailing labets (| didn t hold on to them). 
All | can say to you is what you have said 
to me. “| quarantee it.’’ | did subscribe 
and the magazines just stopped coming. 

should | hold onto my cancelled check 
and the mailing labeis for “‘Huskers 
lllustrated’’? | hope not! 

sincerely, 
James G. Schmidt, 
Lake Orion, MI 


Dear James: 

Thank you for your order. It's always a 
good idea to hold onto receipts or 
cancelled checks for any purchase of this 
kind. But we feel we have proven by past 
performance that you won't need to worry 
about getting full value for your 
subscription order. We had to prove 
ourselves before Tom Osborne, Bob 
Devaney and Don Bryant even considered 
us joining the Cornhusker family. And 
they've welcomed us to that family with a 
warmin and cooperation that has made it 
even easier for us to provide you with a 
timely, informative package of pictures and 
editorial comment. With their continued 
cooperation and the support of those 
thousands of Nebraska fans we've already 
heard so much from, I'm certain we'll be 
around for a long, long time. And, just like 
the NU athletic program, we'll keep on 
improving year after year. 

Yours truly, 
Mike Henry 


Dear Huskers Illustrated: 

We hope "Huskers Illustrated’’ will have 
good coverage of ‘‘minor’’ sports and 
women's athletics, as well as men’s major 
sports. We want to hear about swimming, 


gymnastics, tennis, etc., and women's 
track. Rhonda Blanford from Aurora Central 
H.S. (in the Denver Metropolitan area) will 
be a freshman on a track scholarship next 
year, and she should be outstanding. 


Thanks, 
Will & Lois Reedy, 
Lakewood, CO. 


Dear Will & Lois: 


With the Cornhuskers winning the Big 
Eight Conference All-Sports championship 
again, how could we ignore those sports 
that make the difference between a good 
athletic program and one of the best in the 
nation, such as we riow have. | hope you'll 
see in this first issue of “Huskers 
Illustrated” our determination to keep our 
readers abreast of what's going on in all 
sports, both men’s and women's. One of 
the features planned for next month is a 
report on recruiting for ALL sports. And 
thanks for the tip about Rhonda. We'll be 
looking forward to watching her make her 
mark with the Cornhuskers. 


Yours truly, 
Mike Henry 


Dear Sirs: 
| would like to subscribe to your 

magazine, but | recall the previous venture 
when | received ''3'’ copies of my 
subscription and they were one to two 
months late when | received them. | do not 
have any records of my past subscription 
as it has been two years and three moves 
for me and | have junked by check stubs. 

| will make one request of you. | would 
like the first copy so | can see what | am 
buying before | send a check. Then | 
would expect my $19.95 to buy me 37 
issues. Your 20 and 17 from the past 
fiasco. | will wait to hear from you. 


Sincerely, 
Don Primrose 
Pensacola, FL 


Dear Don: 


We certainly understand your hesitancy, 
and yours is a common problem we have 
run across since we began spreading the 
word. So this answer is to you, and to 
others who have the same problem. 

After the failure of the previous 
magazine to live up to its obligations, 
Coach Tom Osborne and Athletic Director 
Bob Devaney were very, very careful in their 
consideration of our proposal to create the 
“Huskers lIilustrated."” They would not have 





given their complete support had tiey not 
been convinced we could produce what we 
promised. 

The first ‘Huskers Illustrated” is on 
newstands across the state, and will be 
nine times a year. | hope you're able to - 
obtain a copy from a friend, or that you'll 
be in Nebraska where you can pick up a 
copy. We feel that you and all those others 
who have hesitated to jump in again will 
see that we have a first-rate publication 
that is going to stay that way for a long 
time. 

But the weekly updates during the 
football season (one before each game) will 
not be available on the newstands. Only 
those subscribing will receive them. So we 
urge you to get your subsription order in 
now, before our big pre-season special 
comes out. And before the start of the 
season. Remember, we have free Jarvis 
Redwine medallions for all those who 
subscribe before the opening kickoff. But in 
order for you to get that medallion (they'll 
be mailed out in October, as soon as we 
have a count on just how many subscribers 
we have by the deadline) or for you to get 
credit for any issues you have coming from 
your previous subscription from LeDuc, you 
must have your order in before that first 
game at lowa, Sept. 12. 


Yours truly, 
Mike Henry 
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Huskers’ Non-Leaque Foes 





Pose Serious Challenge 





Early battles with Iowa, Florida State, Penn State and Auburn 
should groom NU for Big Eight. 





om Osborne and Joe Paterno face | 
a common problem this fall: 


football fans who want to focus 
on the traditional shootouts which end 
the season while lightly dismissing the 
earlier games. 

Talk to a Nebraska booster and his 
first (and maybe only) thought will be 
the Cornhuskers clash with Oklahoma in 
Norman, Nov. 21. While that may be 
the game (and victory) the Big Red fan 
can already taste, Osborne remembers 
the old saying about how easy it is to suf- 
fer a “‘slip between the cup and the lip.”’ 

Before Nebraska even faces the 
always-tough Big Eight Conference 
schedule, the Huskers must face their 
most formidable pre-league slate in 
years. Sandwiched in between an open- 
ing game against a vastly improved Big 
Ten Conference lowa team on the road 
and a concluding contest against pesky 
Auburn of the powerful Southeastern 
Conference, are a pair of contests 
against two independents which joined 
Nebraska in the nation’s Top Ten last 
fall—Florida State and Penn State. 

Penn State’s Paterno is having an 
equally difficult time with Nittany Lion 
fans. His traditional season-ending game 
with cross-state rival Pittsburgh is always 
the No. 1 topic of summer football con- 
versations. But this fall, Penn State will 
preceed the Pitt contest with back-to- 
back games against perennial national 
powers Alabama and Notre Dame. 
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A trio of consecutive games like that 
causes the fans — but certainly not 
Paterno — to look past Nebraska, a 
team which handed the Nittany Lions 
one of their two losses last fall. 

Penn State can’t rank No. 1 on 
Osborne’s ‘‘worry’’ list. Iowa comes 
first. 


Iowa Hawkeyes 


Nebraska and Iowa were regular op- 
ponents in the 1930s and '40s. But, after 
the 1946 game, the Huskers and 
Hawkeyes went 33 years without 
meeting. When the series resumed two 
years ago in lowa City, Nebraska needed 
a furious fourth-quarter comeback to 
Salvage a 24-21 victory. 

Last season was a different story. But 
Nebraska's easy 57-0 romp to victory in 
Lincoln added fuel to the fire for this 
fall’s clash. Iowa Coach Hayden Fry 
went to the press, claiming the Husker 
coaching staff had illegally reviewed 
films of Fry’s games when he was the 
coach at North Texas State. Osborne 
denied the charge. And North Texas of- 
ficials took Osborne’s side in the con- 
troversy. But the war of words was hot- 
ter than the game. 

It is in that atmosphere — and against 
a much improved Hawkeye team—that 
the Huskers travel to Iowa City this fall 
for their opener. 

Fry returns 44 lettermen from a team 
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that rebounded from that lopsided loss 
to Nebraska to post a 44 record and a 
first-division finish in Big Ten play—the 
best Iowa showing in the conference in 
10 years. 

The Hawkeyes main strength in '81 
will be their defense. lowa returns its 
defensive two-deep virtually in- 
tact—eight starters and the entire second 
unit from a defense that was third in the 
Big Ten against the run are all back. 

Iowa’s offense was hampered by in- 
jury last year. Tailback Jeff Brown had 
673 yards before he went down with a 
knee injury in the seventh game. 
Veterans Dwayne Williams and Phil 
Blatcher were also hurt. But all three 
return. 

Pete Gales took over at quarterback 
last year when starter Phil Suess broke 
his wrist in the sixth game. Iowa won 
two of the last four, with Gales accoun- 
ting for nearly 1,000 yards in total of- 
fense. His return for a senior season 
gives Fry experienced leadership at that 
important spot. 


Florida State 


Osborne goes from the ‘Fry’-ing pan 
into the fire for his home opener against 
Florida State. The Seminoles handed the 
Huskers one of but two losses in a 10-2 
season last fall. And that game was in 
Lincoln, too. 

Flonda State, which finished fifth in 


the national rankings after a 10-2 record 
similar to that posted by Nebraska, will 
have two games under its belt before fac- 
ing the Huskers. Coach Bobby 
Bowden’s club has a pair of tune-up con- 
tests at home against Louisville and 
Memphis State prior to the matchup 
with the Huskers. 

Bowden has brought the Seminoles a 
long way since he arrived on the 
Tallahassee campus. Florida State was 
4-29 between 1973 and °75. After an in- 
itial losing season, the Seminoles have 
gone 10-2, 8-3, 11-1 and 10-2 the last 
four campaigns—21-3 the last two years! 

Although Bowden faces a major 
rebuilding job this fall, the key peices on 
offense are all in place. Quarterback 
Rick Stockstill, who threw 1,377 yards 
and 15 touchdowns last fall, returns. So 
does fullback Mike Whiting, who not 
only gained 500 yards rushing but was 
the team’s leading pass receiver with 25 
catches. 

Stockstill’s other favorite targets are 
also back. Wide receiver Hardis Johnson 
has 24 catches for 419 yards and nine 


needed confidence. Standout tailback 
Curt Warner, a two-year starter despite 
just heading into his junior year, is ex- 
pected to carry the bulk of the running 
load. But freshman John Williams gain- 
ed 177 yards in the spring game and will 
see his share of action. 

And the Lions are loaded with 
receivers. Heading the list are a pair of 
sophomores with exceptional speed who 
were pressed into service last fall. 
Flanker Ken Jackson responded by 
snaring 21 passes for 386 yards, while 
split end Kevin Baugh caught 13 aerials 
for 188 more. 

Paterno thinks senior Sean Farrell is 
one of the finest offensive guards in the 
country. He’ll team with Mike Mun- 
chak, who sat out last season with in- 
juries, and center Jim Romano—a 
three-year letterman who by-passed last 
season. They will anchor a big, but 
quick, offensive line. 

Paterno’s only unknown quantity is 
the defensive line. But end Larry Kubin, 
a three-year letterman senior, will be 
back for a fifth season of play after 


Bowden has established Florida State as a national power. 
The indications are he’ll be tough to dethrone. 


touchdowns last fall, while tight end Sam 
Childers was 20-157-2. 

Bowden has established Florida State 
as a national power. The indications are 
he’ll be tough to dethrone. 


Penn State 


Paterno has good reason to be op- 
timistic about 1981. Last year’s squad 
was decimated by injury, yet a group of 
inexperienced backup performers came 
through in such style that the Nittany 
Lions compiled a 10-2 record (losing on- 
ly to Nebraska and Pitt). 

Those backup players return — now 
with playing time under their belts—and 
so do the injured veterans they replaced. 

Paterno says he has enough depth on 
hand to alternate two offensive and two 
defensive units in every game. 

Penn State is expected to be especially 
strong on offense. Todd Blackledge, 
who started last year as a freshman,had 
an Outstanding spring and has gained 


receiving an extra year of eligibility 
following an early-season injury last 
fall. Middle guards Rich D’Amico and 
Leo Wisniewski, both seniors, also con- 
tribute experience. 

The Penn State coaches are high in 
their praise of linebackers Chet 
Parlavecchio and Ed Pryts, returning 
senior lettermen starters. And, in addi- 
tion, three-fourths of the defensive 
secondary returns, head by cornerback 
Giuseppe Harris, the brother of Pitt- 
sburgh Steeler fullback Franco. 

The Lions pose an extra threat to 
Nebraska because of the luxury of addi- 
tional preparation time. After an open- 
ing game against Cincinnati on Sept. 
12, Penn State has an open date and 
thus two weeks to prepare for the 
Huskers. 


Auburn 


The Tigers, who were 5-6 a year ago 
but who lost all six of their SEC games, 





have a new coach. He’s Pat Dye. And 
he comes to Auburn from Wyoming. 

Nebraskans don’t need to be told 
about Wyoming coaches who leave to 
resurrect another program. Nebraska 
hadn’t had a winning season for seven 
years when Bob Devaney was sum- 
moned from Wyoming in 1962. He 
had the Huskers in a bowl game his very 
first year and Nebraska hasn’t, had a 
losing campaign since. 

Dye says he has a similar goal. “‘l 
remember when Auburn used to put on 
those blue jerseys and put the fear of 
God in people,’’ he said when he arriv- 
ed on campus. “I want to restore 
Auburn football to the heights and 
glory it knew in the mid-fifties, the late 
sixties and the early seventies.’’ 

Dye has only been associated with 
two losing football teams during his 
28-year association with the game. His 
ninth grade team and at the University 
of Georgia during his junior season in 
1958. It was the latter team, he says, 
which taught him the value of 
discipline. 

“We had a lot of talent on that 
team,’’ he says, ‘‘but we didn’t have 
much discipline. We had less talent and 
more discipline on our 1959 team and 
won the conference championship.”’ 

Dye was pleased with the results of 
spring practice. ‘‘We gained a lot of 
confidence. We made a lot of progress 
in the fundamentals and techniques that 
we will be using and teaching. 

**I think we'll be the kind of football 
team that should get better over the 
summer. If 1 have the kind of people I 
think I do, if they are as hungry as | 
think they are and are willing to work, 
we should be even better at the end of 
the fall.”’ 

Dye turned Wyoming’s program 
around. His one season there was a win- 
ner, Wyoming’s first in eight years and 
only its second in 12. 

Auburn will employ the wishbone of- 
fense. ‘‘We run the pure wishbone,”’ 
Dye says. ‘‘We won’t run the outside 
veer as much as Oklahoma or 
Alabama, but we’ll run the inside veer 
more. We’ll also throw the ball more 
than either one of them and use more 
formations.”’ 

There certainly is no lack of en- 
thusiasm at Auburn since Dye’s arrival. 
A record crowd of 31,000 turned out 
for the intra-squad game which wound 
up the spring drills. 

Auburn—and Dye—shouldn’t be 
taken lightly by anyone this fall. e 
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Healthy Nebraska 
Could Take Title 


By Virgil Parker 





Avoiding injuries key to bid for Big Eight 





he after-game conversation of a 

losing football coach is filled with 

“‘ifs’’ and ‘‘buts’’. What 
might have been. 

Any Big Eight Conference coach who 
can avoid using those words this fall will 
not only enjoy candy and nuts at 
Christmas-time. He'll also be at a post- 
season bowl game. 

“If” is a word for wishful thinkers. 
What dreams are made of. And that’s 
what most of the league’s coaches are 
engaged in if they think the upcoming 
season will be like a rainbow—arching 
easily over all their opponents—with a 
bowl game represented by the pot of 
gold at the other end. 

Instead of a bright rainbow, splashed 
with brilliant yellows, reds and greens, 
you can color the season black and blue 
for the majority of the teams. The Big 
Eight is still the toughest conference in 
the country. Nebraska and Oklahoma 
see to that. 

As a matter of fact, the upcoming 
campaign doesn’t even forecast an easy 
skip over the rainbow for the two 
perennial league leaders. But the reality 
of the situation is that when Nebraska 
and Oklahoma clash in Norman on Nov. 
21, the outcome of the shootout will 
determine the conference 
champion—yjust as it has done at the 
conclusion of each of the past 19 
seasons. 

The only ‘if’? for Nebraska’s Tom 
Osborne appears to revolve around 
injury and depth. The Cornhusker coach 
will field front-line offensive and 
defensive units to compare with 
Nebraska’s best. 

Mark Mauer emerged from spring 
practice as the No. | quarterback, with 
Nate Mason, Turner Gill and Bruce 
Mathison still very much in the picture. 
Dave Rimington may be the best center 
in the country and the rest of the 
offensive line is solid. 
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Split end Todd Brown is but one of 
several glue-fingered receivers. 
Wingbacks Anthony Steels and Irving 
Fryar and tight end Jamie Willams fit 
that same mold. And ‘‘Super Sub”’ 
Roger Craig, who scored 15 touchdowns 
while backing up Jarvis Redwine and 
Craig Johnson last fall, is a sure-fire star. 

The defense is also a team strength. 
Brothers Jimmy and Toby Williams, 
Henry Waechter and Curt Hineline form 
the foundation for a great defensive line. 
Steve Damkroger, Steve McWhirter and 
Brent Evans provide solid linebacking 
experience as do speedy Sammy Sims, 
Ric Lindquist, Rodney Lewis and Jeff 
Krejci in the secondary. 

Avoiding injury will be the key. A lack 
of depth at most positions—at least at 
the outset of the season—is Osborne’s 
greatest concern. In the past, when a 
Richard Berns went down, an 1.M. Hipp 
was waiting in the wings. When Redwine 
was hurt, Johnson and Craig were ready. 
The luxury of Big Eight caliber talent in 
backup roles is not as prevalent this year. 

The big “‘if’’ for Oklahoma is at 
quarterback. Coach Barry Switzer must 
find a new trigger for his wishbone 
attack now that quarterback J.C. Watts 
has departed. Kelly Phelps and Darrell 
Shepard battled throughout the spring 
without resolving the issue. Phelps was 
Watts’ backup in 1979 but was red- 
shirted in 1980; Shepard ran No. 2 
behind Watts last season. 

The Sooners will be strong again. 
They always are. But Switzer has more 
holes to fill than in recent years, 
especially in a defensive backfield that is 
depleted of experience. 

‘If’? becomes an even more common 
word for the other six coaches in the 
league. 

Colorado suffered through its first 
10-loss season in the school’s history last 
fall. Coach Chuck Fairbanks admits it 
may be at least another year before his 
squad shows much improvement in the 


win-loss column. 

Iowa State Coach Donnie Duncan has 
Dwayne Crutchfield, the Big Eight’s 
leading rusher returning. But the 
Cyclones were Colorado’s only victim of 
the entire season last fall. 

Kansas State retums seven starters on 
both offense and defense, including 
quarterback Darrell Dickey, the son of 
head coach Jim Dickey, and KAT back 
Jim Morris—two players potentially as 
good as anyone at their respective 
positions. It may only take two to tango. 
But it takes more than that in a league 
like the Big Eight. 

Cross-state rival Kansas also has two 
jewels in its football crown. Coach Don 
Fambrough has a pair of Super Sophs 
returning—Frank Seurer at quarterback 
and tailback Kerwin Beil. But they are 
two of only four returning starters on the 
Offensive unit. Put on the tango record 
again. 

Coach Jimmy Johnson at Oklahoma 


| State says he’s going to switch to the 
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I-formation this fal] in the hopes of 
developing a pro-style passing attack to 
take advantage of a wealth of receiving 
talent (Ron Ingram, Mark Cromer, John 
Chesley). But he doesn’t have a proven 
quarterback to get the ball to them. 

Missouri probably ranks once again as 
the closest challenger to Nebraska and 
Oklahoma. But Coach Warren Powers 
has to replace quarterback Phil Bradley. 
Workhorse fullback James Wilder is also 
gone. 

The schedule favors Mizzou. The 
Tigers will host both Nebraska and 
Oklahoma in Columbia. Two years ago, 
with that same schedule, Missoun came 
within a field goal of both the front- 
runners. 

Nebraska, on the other hand, faces 


the task of playing both of its top 


| of the 


challengers on the road. But it's the year 
““1"". Remember 1971? The 
Huskers played both Missouri and 
Oklahoma on the road that year. Barring 
serious injury, 1981 could add up to No. 
| for Nebraska again. A position-by- 
position companson of front-line talent 
predicts a final season-ending standing 
that reads: 

Big 8 Picks 
Nebraska 
Oklahoma 
Missouri 
lowa State 
Kansas 
Oklahoma State 
Kansas State 
. Colorado 
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CAuck Fairbanks 


huck Fairbanks had players at 

Oklahoma. He had more and 

better players at New England 
when he made his successful venture into 
the National Football League. 

But Fairbanks has not had those 
quality players at Colorado since retur- 
ning to the Big Eight in 1979. And 
many of those quality players he started 
the 1980 season with were disabled and 
missed most of what had to be a 
nightmare on the football field for Fair- 
banks and his staff. 

For those CU fans who hoped it 
would take no more than three years to 
bring the Buffs back to a contending 
position in the Big Eight under Fair- 
banks, 1981 will be a season of frustra- 
tion. Colorado does not appear to have 
any of the ingredients for a contending 
club. 

But the Buffaloes will be better. And 
they could be better than better. 

At the conclusion of spring practice 
(the varsity whipped the alumni, 24-0, 
in the finale), Fairbanks offered, ‘‘l 
think we’ve had a good spring practice, 
and that the team has made quite a bit 
of improvement. We've made some im- 
provement in the fundamentals, and 
some of the freshmen players from a 
year ago are a little bit more advanced 
than the normal freshmen going into 
spring.” 
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Ellis Wood 
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COLORADO BUFFALOES 


HEAD COACH: Chuck Fairbanks, third season (£6-33-1 owerall in college, 


3-11 Big 8 at Colorado). 
1980 RECORD: | victory, 


4-15 at Colorado, 


10 losses (1-6 Big 8). 


OFFENSIVE STARTERS: (8) Bob Sebro, 64, 255 Sr. T; Doug Krahenbuhl, 6-1, 243 Sr. G; 
Rich Umphrey, 6-3, 254 Sr. C; Guy Thurston, 6-4, 249 Jr. G; Scott Kingdom, §-11, 193 Sr. QB: 
Reggie Harden, 6-0, 170 Sr. SE; Charles Davis, 5-11, 211 Sr. FB; Tom Field, 5-10, 170 Jr. K. 

DEFENSIVE STARTERS: (7) Graham Harrison, 6-2, 276 Sr. T; Dan Ralph, 64, 228 Jr. NT: 
Pete Perry, 6-5, 250 Sr. T; Kevin Hood, 6-0, 199 Jr. E; Rickey Bynum, 6-0, 194 Sr. CB; Ellis 


Wood, 6-0, 183 Jr. FS: Victor Scott, 5-11, 


186 So. CB. 


There were so many areas of concern 
going into spring practice that it ts dif- 
ficult to find a starting place. But even 
for Fairbanks, long known for his 
creativity and dedication to offense, the 
CU defense had to be the area receiving 
the most attention. 

Last season Colorado gave up 317.5 
yards a game rushing and 464.4 overall. 
The closest to the Buffs was Kansas 
State with 354.6 overall. Opponents 
averaged 6.6 yards every time they 
snapped the ball against Colorado. 

After a spring of experiments and 
work on fundamentals, Fairbanks said 
of his defense, **I]’m encouraged with it. 
We are making improvement. We were 
not a good defensive team last year, and 
I think it is very difficult to be a very 
solid football team without a good 
defense first. We have not changed 
from a weak defensive team to a strong 
one, but we're making strides in the 
right direction. We have come a ways, 


but we still need our young players to 
come along and improve.” 

Pete Perry, a 6-foot-5, 250-pound 
senior, leads the improvement on the 
defensive line as he has developed into a 
‘“‘very fine looking defensive end.’’ The 
move of Graham Harrison from end to 
nose tackle will be a key, as will the play 
of incoming freshmen to improve 
depth. 

Another spring move was sending 
tight end Greg Willett to outside 
linebacker. At 64, 227 he has the size 
and quickness. But he still must learn 
the position. There is more depth at 
linebacker, but little experience. 

The secondary was in shambles last 
year by the time Oklahoma scored 82 
points and piled up a national record 
total offense on CU. But some of the 
squad’s top athletes will be in the defen- 
sive backfield this fall. 

One of the best in the Big Eight ts 
weak safety Ellis Wood. But he’ll need 
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Colorado's Charles Davis finds himself surrounded by Oklahoma Sooners as he looks for running room. Davis, a Tulsa 
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Washington High grad, has been moved from quarterback to fullback by the Buffs. (Photo by Ron Kirkwood) 


help from cornerbacks Clyde Riggins 
and Victor Scott and strong safety Jeff 
Donaldson. Ricky Bynum, a starter at 
corner last year, missed spring drills 
with a knee injury, but should be back 
to challenge for his old job. 
Offensively, quarterback has been a 
weak spot for the Buffs in recent cam- 
paigns. Fairbanks has high hopes that 


one of two leading spring performers | 


will take charge this fall. 

Randy Essington showed promise as 
a freshman last year, while transfer 
Scott Kingdom has top credentials. This 
spring it was Essington who won the 
statistical battle, hitting 23 of 29 passes 
in three major scrimmages and the 
alumni game. He and split end Reggie 
Harden (14 catches for 17.7 average last 


year) teamed up on a 71-yarder. 
Colorado has been one of the top 
producers of NFL running backs up un- 
til the past couple of years. The Buffs 
could have a great one in Derek 
Singleton, who was one of the country’s 
top recruits just over a year ago. Lee 
Rouson, also recruited in 1980 but held 
out due to injury, had a good spring. 
And the fullback job will be in good 
hands with former quarterback Charles 
Davis teaming with veterans like Willie 
Beebe and Guy Egging (the top Col- 
orado prep runner two years ago). 
Buck Nystrom was very enthusiastic 
about his offensive line until a late spr- 
ing injury to Brant Thurston. The 
senior-to-be will be back for most of his 
final season, but prior knee problems 


forced him to miss nine games of the 
1980 season and it’s difficult for CU 
coaches to count on much from the 
talented tackle. 

Brother Guy Thurston (6-4, 249) will 
be back, however, and he’ll have plenty 
of size around him, 

Of that offensive unit Fairbanks said, 
‘IT don’t think, at the present time 
anyway, that our offense is as consistent 
In execution as we will want it to be. We 
not only want to move the ball and 
score, but not get our defense in trou- 
ble. Last year we made a lot of exciting 
plays which were indications of in- 
dividual athletic ability, but we were 
very inconsistent. We made far too 
many plays which overburdened a weak 
defense.”’ @ 
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Donnie Duncan 


onnie Duncan came to lowa 

State from Oklahoma University 

in 1979, Duncan rapidly became 
one of the world’s great experts on 
football injuries. 

Now, with senior tailback Dwayne 
Crutchfield looming as a bona fide All- 
American candidate and 17 other 
Starters returning to Ames, Duncan 
hopes the injuries stay away. If they do, 
lowa State may be more than just a 
close escape for Big Eight teams. 

Crutchfield was part of a raid on the 
nation’s junior colleges after the 1979 
season. The big (6-foot-1, 225-pound) 
tailback rushed for 1,312 yards last year 
and was second team UPI AIll- 
American. His presence in the backfield 
gave the Cyclones a chance to do a lot 
of things with the football. 

But when quarterback John Quinn 
suffered a shoulder injury in the sixth 
game, the ISU passing game disap- 
peared. 

Duncan’s crew opened the 1980 
season with five straight victories, four 
of them at home. But they lost their 
next five before salvaging a winning 
season with a 23-2] decision at 
Oklahoma State in the finale. 

Iowa State opens with West Texas 
State this season, then takes on Iowa 
and Kent State, all at home, before a 
road date at Oklahoma Oct. 3 to begin 
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Alex Giffords 


IOWA STATE 


.-.Crutchfield Leads Cyclones 





Shamus McDonough 






Mark Carlson 


IOWA STATE CYCLONES 
HEAD COACH: Donnie Duncan, third season (9-13 overall, 4-10 Biz 8) 


1980 RECORD: 6 victories, § losses (2-5 Big 8). 


OFFENSIVE STARTERS: (9) Ted Clapper, 6-§, 265 Jr. G; Jim Mever, 6-3, 240 Jr. C; Bnan 
Neal, 6-2, 255 Sr. G: Karl Nelson, 6-6, 270 Jr. T; Dan Johnson, 63, 230 Jr. TE: John Quinn, 
6-0, 190 Sr. QB; Jerry Lorenzen, 6-2, 190 Jr. Fl; Dwayne Crutchfield, 6-1, 230 Sr. TB; Alex Gif- 


fords, 5-8, 155 Jr. K. 


DEFENSIVE STARTERS: (10) Shamus McDonough, 6-§, 278 Jr. T; Mare Butts, 6-2, 260 Sr. 
T: James Ransom, 6-2, 220 Jr. E; George Jessen, 62, 220 Jr. LB; Mark Carison, 6-1, 215 Jr. 
LB: Joel Jenson, 6-2, 225 Jr. LB; John Amaud, §-11, 185 Jr. SS; Ronnie Osborne, §-10, 180 Jr. 
FS; Joe Brown, 5-11, 180 Sr. CB; Rich Miller, 6-0, 210 Jr. P- 


the Big Eight race. The fourth non- 
league game is at San Diego State Oct. 
10. 

Quinn had a healthy spring and 
benefited from the competition he had 
with transfer Jon English. Both 
quarterbacks should be helped by the 
move of Rocky Gillis to a wide out. 
Gillis was a promising running back as a 
sophomore two years ago until an early 
injury sent him to the sidelines. Crut- 
chfield’s presence makes it a waste to 
keep Gillis off the field now. 

A key to how far the Cyclones can go 
in 1981 will be the play of the offensive 
line. Four starters return, but Karl 
Nelson (second team All Big Eight 
tackle) has been slowed by a back pro- 
blem which refuses to clear up. Ted 
Clapper moved from guard to tackle to 
replace Tim Stonebrook, who 
graduated. And Brian Neal returns at 
the other guard spot for his third vear in 


the starting lineup. 

One of the big surprises this spring 
was the way Bruce Reimers took over 
on that starting line at the other guard. 
Center Jim Meyer is back, but so is 
Chuck Meyers, who came on strong. 

Transter Doran Geise topped the 
tight ends this spring. Duncan is still 
looking for someone to do the job the 
way he wants it done at fullback, 
although Tom Roach held forth at the 
close of spring drills. 

‘We should be physically strong of- 
fensively,"’ said Duncan, who was the 
assistant head coach to Barry Switzer 
before leaving OU. ‘“‘If our quarter- 
backs do a good job of throwing the 
ball and we catch it well, then we will be 
diversified. We should run the ball 
well.”’ 

The Cyclones did well offensively last 
season. They scored 179 points in those 
first five games, including 69 against 





Big Cyclone running back Dwayne Crutchfield was too much for most defenses to keep under control in 1980. He's 
backl in 1981 to contend for more All-American honors. 


Colorado State. But after a 31-7 rout of 
Kansas State in their Big Eight opener, 
the Cyclones scored more than 17 
points only once the rest of the way. 

That put a lot of pressure on the 
defense. And that is one area where 
Iowa State fans can do some bragging. 

As a team last year ISU ranked 23rd 
in the nation in total defense. Against 
the pass, however, Lowa State was first. 
Opponents completed only 35 percent 
of their passes. 

But some teams did not have to 
throw against the Cyclones. They were 
able to keep the ball on the ground and 
exploit a lack of quickness at linebacker 
and in the secondary. 

Three members of that secondary are 


back. Gone is all-star cornerback Larry 
Crawford. But safeties John Arnold 
and Ronnie Osborn return, as does cor- 
ner’ Joe Brown. » 

Mark Carlson had some great games 
at middle linebacker last year and on a 
given day can play with the best of 
them. The 6-1, 215 junior is the hub of 
the 4-3 defense. 

George Jessen and Joel Jenson saw a 
lot of duty last year, but Jenson had 
corrective knee surgery in the spring and 
his status is in doubt. Chris Washington 
and Dwayne Gilyard also fit into the 
linebacking plans. 

The interior line will be anchored by 
Shamus McDonough, who is battling a 
chronic neck problem. Marc Butts 


started at the other tackle and James 
Ransom is highly regarded at end. 

But the depth is critically thin in a 
league where defensive linemen take a 
beating week after week. Once again 
Duncan is faced with a ‘hold your 
breath’’ situation whenever he sees so- 
meone a little slow about getting up 
from a big pile on the field. 

Kicking is a definite plus for ISU. 
Alex Giffords was the All Big Eight 
pick as a place kicker last season, hitting 
10 of 15 field goals and 29 of 30 extra 
points. Rich Miller is a_ three-year 
veteran as a punter, but had only a 37.5 
average last season. @ 
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Don Fambrough 


hen Kansas opened its 1980 
football season by tying 
Oregon, 7-7, and then scoring 
only 12 total points in losses to 
Pittsburgh and Louisville, Jayhawk fans 
began changing the subject to basketball. 

If you live in Kansas, you know 
sooner or later the subject of basketball 
is going to dominate things. But if 
you're a Kansas football fan, you hope 
that roundball talk will at least be kept 
tO a minimum until after the holiday 
bowl games. 

The last time the Jays went bowling 
was really not that long ago — 1975 
under Bud Moore when they lost to Pit- 
tsburgh in the Sun Bowl, 

With a 1981 schedule that includes 
non-league dates with Tulsa, Oregon, 
Kentucky and Arkansas State, those 
football fans at Kansas may have 
something to talk about right on into 
December. 

Don Fambrough was in on some of 
the real good years at Kansas. He was 
head coach there from 1971 through 
1974 after serving as an assistant from 
195] through 1970. The veteran mentor 
returned to the helm in 1979 and proved 
last year that he still has the touch. 

After that suspect start, Kansas lost 
only one of its next five games, just 
missed an upset of Oklahoma (losing 
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KANSAS JAYHAWAS 
HEAD COACH: Don Fambrough, seventh season (26-38-2 overall, 14-26-2 Big 8). 
1980 SEASON: 4 victories, § losses, 2 ties (3-3-1 Big 8). 
OFFENSIVE STARTERS: (3) David Lawrence, 6-§, 240 Sr. G; Frank Seurer, 6-2, 185 So 


QB; Kerwin Bell, 5-9, 180 So. RB. 


DEFENSIVE STARTERS: (6) Todd Bertsch, 62, 208 Jr. E: Gree Smith, 6-3, 280 Sr. T. 
Chris Toburen, 6-2, 220 Sr. LB: Kyle McNorton, 6-1, 230 Sr. LB; Tony McNeely, 6-1, 200 Sr 


CB: Bucky Scnbner, 6-0, 205 Jr. P. 


21-19) and bombed Colorado before a 
disappointing loss to Missouri (31-6). 

That 4-5-2 season and the strong 
finish resulted in a carryover of en- 
thusiasm into spring practice — despite 
the fact that Fambrough lost eight 
Starters on offense and six on defense. 

So why all the optimism? Frank 
seurer and Kerwin Bell, for two things. 
And the punting of Bucky Scribner for 
another. 

Bell had a problem or two in the spr- 
ing with his temperament. But he and 
Fambrough seemed to have things 
Straightened out when school let out. 

An All-American running back from 
Huntington Beach, Ca., Edison High 
School (where he teamed with Seurer), 
Bell broke the Big Eight single season 
rushing record for a freshman with 
1,114 yards last year. Despite missing 
the Oklahoma loss, he still earned All 
Big Eight honors — the first time for a 
freshman to do so. 


Seurer started but six games, as he 
was used early to come in off the bench 
and get things going. His passing stats 
were not phenomenal (he hit only 43.5 
percent of his tosses). But his poise and 
physical] talent project him to be a star. 

‘““After a year under fire and with 
some success, Frank will have more 
confidence in our offense,"’ said offen- 
sive coordinator John Hadl, himself a 
greal quarterback at Kansas. ‘‘He'll be 
more comfortable in the throwing game 
because of his experience. He should be 
able to handle the pressure even more: | 
might add | thought he handled it pretty 
good for a rookie last year. He's got a 
great career ahead of him.”’ 

Almost lost amidst those superlatives 
for the youngsters is the fact that only 
one other starter on offense is back — 
that being guard David Lawrence 
(6-foot-5, 240 pounds). 

The spring depth chart for the 
Jayhawks listed five juniors and four 





Kerwin Bell broke the Big Eight single season rushing record for freshmen last year with his electrifying debut. Bell and 
his young teammates will be eyeing a first-division finish in 1981, 


sophomores as starters. An influx of 
junior college transfers could alter that 
considerably. But Fambrough will still 
be faced with a young line that has not 
had a realistic taste of life in the Big 
Eight. 

What Hadl and Fambrough and 
Seurer are hoping for are some receivers 
who can help make up for the loss of 
first-round NFL pick David Verser. Go- 
ing into the fall, it appears juniors Russ 
Bastin and Wayne Capers (both 6-2, 
200) will take a shot at it. Both are two- 
year lettermen, as is tight end Jeff 
Schleicher (6-4, 230). 

Fullback continues to be a sore spot 
for KU. Brad Butts and massive Chris 
Emerson (6-2, 250) led the pack in the 
spring. But Fambrough would like to 


come up with a way to get more use oul 
of Bell’s backup, Garfield Taylor. 

Defensively, Kansas will start the 
season with optimism and some truly 
fine talent in places. 

Greg Smith (6-3, 280) has lettered 
three years at tackle. Linebackers Kyle 
MecNorton and Chris Toburen are also 
senior veterans, as is cornerback Tony 
McNeely. Junior Todd Bertsch also 
started last year in the secondary. 

“Which three surface out of the 
down linemen is the key to our defen- 
sive improvement,’’ explained Fam- 
brough’s defensive aide Tom Batta. 
‘Our main objective is to continue in 
improvement, and we’ve been able to 
do that each spring. In the fall we didn’t 
execute like we wanted to, and this spr- 


ing we tried to lock in and be more 
specific. We want to refine our total 
package.”’ 

Of the prospects for 1981, Fam- 
brough said, ‘‘You know, we had a very 
unusual year. We had a senior group 
and a freshman group. Both made con- 
siderable contribution to our football 
team. But we were a little thin in bet- 
ween. That’s why our junior college 
recruiting was sO important this year. 
The statistics of what’s coming back for 
this team are misleading. We lost a lot 
of starters, but we have more front line 
backups than ever before. 

‘‘The big thing to me is that we are 
excited about our program and the 
players are anxious to get started.’’@ 
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Jim Dickey 


here aren’t many major colleges in 
the country where a 3-8 record 
would cause excitement. 

But at Kansas State, the three vic- 
tories last year and the close calls 
against three other foes have given 
Wildcat fans hopes that 1981 may be a 
springboard for a return to the respec- 
tability that the school enjoyed just over 
a decade ago. 

Coach Jim Dickey begins his fourth 
season at Manhattan with 14 returning 
Starters and some reserves and freshmen 
who could be much better than those 
players they’ll be replacing. 

With an opening non-conference 
slate of four games that includes South 
Dakota, Washington, Drake and Tulsa, 
the ‘Cats are a counting on equalling 
last year’s win total before the Big Eight 
season starts for them Oct. 10 at 
Missouri — a school that beat them on- 
ly 13-3 last fall. 

Much of that optimism for the com- 
ing season 1s based on the proven ability 
of quarterback Darrell Ray Dickey, the 
coach’s son who passed for 1,004 yards 
last year while hitting 80 of 168 at- 
tempts. 

But Dickey was pushed in spring 
drills by junior passer Doug Bogue and 
sophomore runner Stan Weber, a con- 
verted defensive back. 

While K-State figures to throw the 
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KANSAS STATE WILDCATS 
HEAD COACH: Jim Dickey, fourth season (10-23 overall, 6-1 Big 8) 
1980 RECORD: 3 victories, § losses (1-6 Big 8). 
OFFENSIVE STARTERS: (7) Doug Hoppock, 6-4, 280 Sr. T; Amos Donaldson, 6-1, 256 Sr 


rell Ray Dickey, 6-2, 192 Jr. QB: Jeff Mevers, 6-0, 196 Sr. FB. 

DEFENSIVE STARTERS: (7) Mike Simeta, 64, 260 Sr. T; Wade Wentling, 6-7, 236 Sr. E; 
Vic Koenning, 6-2, 220 Sr. LB; Will Cokelev, 6-3, 2145 Sr. LB: Jim Morris, 6-2, 188 Sr. KAT; 
Greg Best, 5-10, 180 Jr. CB; Mike Kopsky, 6-2, 202 Jr. §. 


ball even more this fall, the Wildcats 
still have hopes that the running attack 
may be vastly improved — even though 
L.J. Brown has graduated. 

Brown rushed for only 575 yards last 
year and a 3.5 average per carry. 


- Sophomore Mark Hundley wound up 


spring practice as the leading candidate 
to replace Brown at tailback. But the 
6-foot4, 208-pounder may have a 
tough time keeping his job. 

losefatu Faraimo rushed for 2,657 
yards in his final two years of prep ball 
in Vista, Calif., and ‘‘is the best athlete 
I've recruited since I’ve come here,”’ 
says Dickey. Faraimo could well be the 


No. 1 tailback before the league cam- 


paign starts. 

Jeff Meyers returns at fullback and 
Mike Cox (6-2, 225) will be back at tight 
end. But Kansas State must come up 
with some competent hands at the wide 
receivers to help both Jim and Darrell 
Ray. 

Roman Bates had the edge at split 


end when spring ended, but is only 6-1 
and 158. Ernie Coleman was moved 
from running back to split end and 
played well. Rick Manning, an 
Oklahoma City prep star, is the top 
flanker, just ahead of Eric Mack, who 
was moved from tight end. 

One of the team’s strong points ts the 
Offensive line, where five starters 
return, including Cox. 

Both Doug Hoppock (6-4, 250) and 
Amos Donaldson (6-1, 255) are back 
for their third years as starters. And Jim 
Kennedy (6-1, 228) will hold down the 
center spot again. Doug Catloth was 
slated to be the No. | tight end last year 
and did not play. But he’s back now 
and running at one of the guard spots. 

The Wildcat defense last year gave up 
more than two touchdowns only five 
times in 1] games, one of those in a 
20-18 loss to Kansas. But there were still 
too many glaring weaknesses to make 
Dickey’s club a contender for the first 
division. 





_ 





Kansas State hopes this season will rest on an experienced defense, led by Will Cokeley (left) and an offense which 
Should be much better behind the passing of Darrell Ray Dickey (right). 


If K-State can get some help in the in- 
- terior of the line and avoid injuries, the 
defense should be much improved this 
year. 

The brightest star is linebacker Will 
Cokeley, who was recruited heavily by 
Oklahoma after he had a great junior 
college career. Cokeley, a 6-3, 215 flyer, 
elected to go with Kansas State at the 
last minute and had a fine season. 

Vic Koenning, an Owasso, Okla., 
grad, will be at another linebacker spot, 
while Dan Ruzich (6-2, 211) started four 
games last year and gives the lineback- 
ing corps a seasoned look from left to 
right. 

The secondary is just as strong and 


experienced. Jim Morris (6-2, 188), who 
talked Cokeley into coming to Manhat- 
tan, will be back at one safety, with 
Mike Kopsky (6-2, 202) at the other. 
Greg Best was a 1980 starter at one cor- 
ner, while Gary Morrill had a few starts 
at the other corner. 

But the front line needs help. Wade 
Wentling (6-7, 236) went down with a 
severe knee injury mid-way through last 
season and did not rehabilitate in time 
for spring ball. If he’s not healthy by 
this fall, the "Cats could be hurting. On- 
ly Mike Simeta (6-4, 260) returns from 
the group who started the last half of 
the year in ’80. 

That will place a big burden on 


sophomore Greg Pemberton (6-4, 245) 
and junior Stu McKinnon (6-1, 222). It 
will also provide an opportunity for 
freshmen to make their mark early. 

Although place kicker Jim Jackson 
has another year left, it appears he will 
not return to the squad. That leaves the 
job open for Steve Willis, who was 
slated to be the kicker last year before a 
hit and run accident forced him to sit 
out his freshman year. 

Another freshman who has already 
been out of high school a year is Scott 
Fulhage, whose strong leg 1s supposed 
to be the answer to the punting pro- 
blems due to graduation. @ 
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Warren Powers 


f there is one thing that is predictable 
about Missouri football, it is that it’s 
totally unpredictable. 

The Tigers looked awesome offen- 
sively on paper last year, with Phil 
Bradley and James Wilder and Howard 
Richards leading the way. 

And yet Mizzou scored only 13 points 
against Kansas State, 16 against 
Nebraska, 14 against lowa State and 7 
against Oklahoma in a year which saw 
Coach Warren Powers’ club finish 8-4 
following a Libert Bowl loss to Purdue 
in Memphis. 

This year all of those offensive stars 
are gone. Only three starters return. 
Neither of the top two quarterbacks is 
back. All-American cadidate Brad 
Edelman will be flanked by new guards 
and tackles. Only junior Terry Hill (425 
yards and a 3.8 average) is returning in 
the backfield. 

If Missouri tradition holds, it all 
points to an outstanding year. 

That’s the type of club the Tigers 
have been. And Powers hopes that’s the 
way it will be for at least one more 
season. 

The schedule will be better in 198] 
than it was the year before. Penn State 
has been replaced by Mississippi State. 
Army, Rice and Louisville are the other 
three non-league foes — all of them in 
Columbia before the Oct. 3 date in 
Jackson, Miss. 


And, as a bonus, this is the year that | 
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MISSOURI TIGERS 
HEAD COACH: Warren Powers, fourth season (29-18 overall, 12-9 Big 8). 
1980 RECORD: 8 victories, 4 losses overall ($-2 Big 8). 
OFFENSIVE STARTERS: (3) Brad Edelman, 6-6, 253 Sr. C: Andy Gibler, 64, 225 Jr. TE: 


Terry Hill, £-9, 182 Sr. RB. 


DEFENSIVE STARTERS: (5) Randy Jostes, 6-5, 245 Jr. T; Jerome Sally, 63, 235 Sr. NG: 
Bennie Smith, 6-3, 246 Sr. T; Van Darkow, 6-1, 205 Sr. LB: Kevin Potter, §-11. 186 Jr. SS. 
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the Tigers get both Nebraska and 
Oklahoma on their home field of 
natural grass. 

Still, Powers, in his fourth season at 
Missouri, must find some offense to 
complement what should be a strong 
defense. 

Bradley's shoes, of course, are the 
biggest and hardest to fill. At the end of 
spring practice junior Mike Hyde was 
listed No. 1. But classmate Forrest Har- 
rell was night behind. 

‘“We will take a good look at our in- 
coming freshmen quarterbacks (Kansas 
City’s Chris Erickson and Topeka’s 
Warren Seitz) in fall camp,’’ Powers of- 
fered. ‘““They’re both good athletes. 
Sometime during the season, maybe one 
will become our third quarterback and 
get some game experience.”’ 

Replacing Wilder will also be a chore. 
He set school rushing records after 
transferring from junior college and 
was a menacing sight behind Bradley. 

At the close of spring drills, there was 
nothing to match Wilder. But the Tigers 
should be quicker with Terry Hill 
(5-foot-8, 180 pounds), Tracey Mack 


(6-0, 215) and Bob Meyer (5-10, 195). 

With Hyde sitting out the Black-Gold 
finale last spring, five Mizzou quarter- 
backs looked anything but sharp while 
completing 15 of 52 passes with four in- 
tercepuions. 

But split end Craig White had a fine 
spring, and he proves to be a big help to 
whichever quarterback winds up at the 
controls. White is a 6-2, 187 sophomore 
who was listed second team before spr- 
ing practice behind senior Lee Wagner 
(6-4, 205). 

Edelman, a 6-6, 250 senior, is the 
showcase of the Missouri offense. He 
should make some All-American teams, 
and could be a consensus if he stays 
healthy this season. He missed some ac- 
tion in 1980, but over the season Miz- 
zou did not have a single bad snap from 
center. 

Andy Gibler is another probable All 
Big Eight choice at tight end as the 
Tigers continue their pedigree at this 
position (remember Kellen Winslow?), 
Gibler is a 6-4, 230 junior who started 
as a freshman the last part of the season 
and then last year caught 26 passes for 


One of the few returning starters on offense for the Tigers will be running back Terry Hill, who should finish high in the 
Big Eight rushing stats. 


298 yards. He was the team’s top 
receiver as a freshman, despite not star- 
ting until the sixth week. 

‘“‘Gibler is our big-play athlete,’’ says 
his coach, who has a 23-i3 mark in 
three years at Columbia. ‘‘We have to 
get the ball to him, and open it up out- 
side.”’ 

Opposing running backs always hate 
to go up against the Missouri defense. 
And this year should be no different. 

Leading the way will be Bennie 
Smith, Van Darkow and Kevin Potter. 
Smith is a 6-3, 250 senior tackle who 


played nose guard as a freshman and 
moved to tackle the last two years. He 
made five quarterback sacks last year 
for 58 yards in losses, recovered two 
fumbles and totalled 58 tackles on the 


season, 

Darkow is a 6-1, 205 senior 
linebacker who came into his own last 
year. He had 20 tackles against 


Nebraska and has a knack for making 
the big plays. He’s scored on a pass in- 
terception return and a fumbled kickoff 
return in the last two years. 

Potter is another in a long line of 


stellar Missouri defensive backs. The 
5-10, 183 junior is the only holdover 
from the secondary, however. He 
played strong safety the past two years 
and had 67 tackles last fall — six of 
them for losses. 

But that Tiger defense has plenty of 
ammunition backing those three, 
Tackle Randy Jostes is big (6-5, 255) 
and mobile. Nose guard Jerome Salley 
(6-3, 253) should be ready for a fine 
senior year. And there are some fine 
freshmen athletes coming in to provide 
depth. @ 
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.fuskers Need Quarterback 





Tom Osborne 


t the risk of putting an inor- 
dinate amount of pressure on 
one position, Nebraska seems to 
be one question mark away from 
fielding another national championship 
contender this fall. 

The Cornhuskers have enough pro- 
ven weapons to command the respect of 
a nuclear power. It just all boils down 
to the man who presses the buttons — 
the quarterback. 

If he, or they, come through, 
Nebraska should be typically awesome. 
If he, or they, don’t come through, the 
Huskers will have to rely on what could 
be the nation’s best defense to battle 
Oklahoma for Big Eight supremacy. 

Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne 
realizes Jeff Quinn’s successor at 
quarterback is the key to the attack. He 
may be worried about a lack of season- 
ing, but he isn’t worried about a lack of 
talent. 

As a group, Osborne believes 
Nebraska quarterbacks performed bet- 
ter last spring than they have in his 
previous eight years as head coach. He 
was satisfied from No. 1 Mark Mauer 
to No. 5 Craig Sundberg. 

In a typical year, Sundberg would 
have wound up the spring No, 2 or No. 
3. But others were too impressive to 
give any ground. 

Although Mauer is ready and waiting 
to finally steer the ship as a fifth-year 
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NEBRASKA CORNHUSKERS 
HEAD COACH: Tom Osbome, ninth season (7§-20-2 overall, 42-13-! 


Biz §). 


1980 RECORD: 10 victories, 2 losses (6-1 in Big 8). 
OFFENSIVE STARTERS: (6) Randy Theiss, 6-3, 259 Jr. T; Dave Rimington, 6-2, 255 Jr. C; 
Dan Hurley, 6-2, 271 Sr. T; Todd Brown, 6-0, 171 Jr. SE; Anthony Steels, §-8, 185 Sr. WB: 


Kevin Seibel. 6-0, 222 Jr. K. 


DEFENSIVE STARTERS: (9) Jimmy Willams, 63, 227 Sr. E: Henry Waechter, 64, 247 Jr_ T: 
Curt Hineline, 6-2, 233 Sr. T; Steve Damkroger, 6-1, 226 Jr. LB; Ric Lindquist, *-9, 180 Sr. CB: 
Sammy Sims, 5-11, 195 Sr. M; Rodney Lewis, 5-11, 190 Sr. CB; Toby Williams, 6-3, 250 Jr. T; 


Steve Mc Whiner, 6-2, 227 Jr. LB. 
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senior, his summer workouts got a ma- 
jor jolt. In early June, team doctors 
removed a small bone fragment on his 
left foot. 

The surgery caused Mauer to lose 15 
pounds and cost him at least six weeks 
of conditioning. Although he’s no 
longer on crutches, doctors said Mauer 
could not run again until mid-July. 

A month of workouts, however, 
should get Mauer into shape for 29 fall 
practices. He faces quality competition 
from junior Nate Mason, sophomore 
Turner Gilland junior Bruce Mathison. 

Osborne and NU Athletic Director 
Bob Devaney agreed that Gill is the 
most talented quarterback they’ve seen 
in a Cornhusker uniform as a freshman. 
In leading the junior varsity to a 5-0 
record, the Fort Worth native broke 
Dave Humm’s 10-year-old freshman 
total offense record of 896 yards. 

Gill finished with 971. He completed 
34 of 52 passes for 669 yards without an 
interception. He was at the controls of a 
team that averaged 51 points a game. 


Most issues had been settled in the first 
half. 

There’s also a _ possibility that 
Osborne will go to an alternating 
quarterback situation. The Huskers 
haven't had a true system of alternating 
quarterbacks since Devaney kept 
everyone guessing with Jerry Tagge and 
Van Brownson. 

‘““] told our quarterbacks last spring 
that the odds of going through a whole 
season with one healthy quarterback are 
pretty far-fetched,”’ Osborne said. 

Last year, Nebraska led the nation in 
rushing with an average of 378.3 vards a 
game. The Huskers ranked second in 
NCAA total offense. Their 506.9-vyard 
average trailed only Brigham Young. 

Mauer knows the quarterback is the 
key. “‘It all centers around the quarter- 
back,’ he said. “*] know our offensive 
line is improved. I know we have the 
receivers and I know we have the backs. 
I guess it’s up to the quarterback to get 
the ball to the receivers, so they can 
catch it, and get the ball to the backs, so 


they can run it.” 

Nebraska’s receiving corps could be 
one of the nation’s finest. Anthony 
‘Slick’? Steels returns as the starting 
wingback and Todd Brown returns as 
the No. | split end. Osborne believes 
Steels is All-Big Eight material and sees 
Brown as an All-American possibility, 
even though he’s only a junior. Jamie 
Williams advances from No. 3 to No. | 
tight end. He may be unknown, but his 
talent is unlimited. 

Offensive backfield coach Mike Cor- 
gan lost a pair of second-round NFL 
draft choices in Jarvis Redwine and An- 
dra Franklin. But he’s convinced he has 
some exciting replacements in Roger 
Craig and Phil Bates. 

There were times last fall when Craig 
looked better than Redwine. He rushed 
for almost seven yards a carry and 782 
yards last season. His 15 touchdowns 
ranked sixth among national scoring 
leaders. In NU’s spring game, he rushed 
for a record 126 yards and scored two 
first-quarter touchdowns. 

Osborne considers Craig a legitimate 
Heisman Trophy candidate. He wor- 
ries, though, about the depth behind 
him. The back-up role could fall into 
the hands of Tim Brungardt, Jeff Smith 
or Dennis rogan. It also could be filled 
by junior college transfer Mike Rozier. 

Bates and Mark Moravec are the ma- 
jor combatants to repalce Franklin at 
fullback. For a senior, Bates isn’t well 
known. But Corgan has confidence that 
he can do the job. 

The confidence is embellished by 
what promises to be one of the nation’s 
best offensive lines, Junior center Dave 
Rimington and senior tackle Dan 
Hurley are considered prime All- 
American candidates. 

Offensive line coaches Clete Fischer 
and Milt Tenopir believe Rimington is 
Nebraska’s best center in the modern 
era. They also believe Hurley could be 
the best offensive tackle. 

Junior Randy Theiss is another retur- 
ning starter at offensive tackle. The 
Huskers’ two biggest pre-spring ques- 
tion marks were losing offensive guards 
Randy Schleusener and Joe Adams. But 
coaches believe Tom Carlstrom and 
Mike Mandelko answered the challenge 
in convincing fashion. They give NU 
more strength at the position than in the 
past, without sacrificing quickness. 

Nebraska returns eight starters from 
the NCAA’s No. 3-ranked total defen- 
sive team of 1980. If quarterback is the 
big question mark on offense, the end 
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Although only listed as the third-team I back last year, Nebraska ’s Roger 


Craig was second in the league in scoring with 15 touchdowns. 


opposite All-American candidate Jim- 
my Williams is the No. | question mark 
on defense. 

Sophomore Dave Ridder will begin 
fall camp as the No. | defensive left 
end. He faces stiff competition from 


Eric Buchanan, Tony Felici, Todd 
Spratte, Wade Praeuner and _ Bill 
Weber. 


The interior defensive line is set and 
solid with three returning — starters. 
Coach Charlie McBride believes middle 
guard Curt Hineline is All-Big Eight 
timber and tackle Toby Williams is an 
All-American possibility like his 
brother. Tackle Henry Waechter also 
returns and an all-star season is not out 
of his reach. 

Steve Damkroger and Steve 
McWhirter return as linebacker starters. 
Coach John Melton believes they’re the 
best tandem in the Big Eight. Both 
juniors remind him of former NU AIl- 
American Jerry Murtaugh. Neither is 


exceptionally fast...except when they 
have to make the tackle. 

Defensive coordinator Lance Van 
Zandt has gone on to the New Orleans 
Saints, leaving a wealth of talent for 
new secondary coach Bob Thornton. 

Thornton inherited cornerback 
starters Ric Lindquist and Rodney 
Lewis and monster starter Sammy Sims. 
Jeff Krejci was Russell Gary’s 
understudy for two years at safety and 
is ticketed to start his senior season. 

Thornton believes Lewis, Sims and 
Krejci all have pro potential. Lewis, 
particularly, impresses pro scouts. Lin- 
dquist will start for a third straight 
season, 

Nebraska’s kicking game could be ex- 
cellent with Kevin Seibel again handling 
the place-kicking and junior college All- 


American transfer Grant Campbell 
scheduled to do the punting. 
Everything seems in order for 


another solid run at the championship. 
@ 
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..-SOOners Young On Defense 





Barry Switzer 


klahoma is changing quarter- 
backs again. The Sooners do that 
every two or three years. 

And, while a good many of those Big 
Red fans worry about the consequences, 
new quarterbacks seldom seem to keep 
OU from finishing at the top of the Big 
Eight Conference. 

But Oklahoma is going to be doing 
something else this year that might be 
more cause for true concern. The 
Sooners are going to be playing some 
very young players on defense. And in 
some key positions. 

Those young players on defense 
worry head coach Barry Switzer and his 
staff more than breaking in a new 
quarterback. 

Whether the Wishbone director is 
Kelly Phelps or Darrell Shepard — or 
even Rod Pegues — Oklahoma should 
have another offense capable of 
finishing first or second in the nation in 
rushing. The Sooners, even if they 
abuse the right to fumble, will score 
points. 

But how OU fares in the national 
championship race with early non- 
league dates at Southern Cal and Texas 
will depend upon how fast defenders 
like Ricky Bryan, Jackie Shipp, 
Thomas Benson, Barrion Walker, 
Brown Delozier, Brian Hall, Dwight 
Drain and others grow up. 

Another major factor in how 
Oklahoma does early will be injuries — 
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OKLAHOMA SOONERS 
HEAD COACH: Barry Switzer, ninth season (83-9-2 overall, $2+4 Big 8) 


1980 RECORD: 10 wins, 2 losses (74) in Big 8). 


OFFENSIVE STARTERS: (10) Terry Crouch, 6-1, 275 Sr. G; Ed Culver, 6-3, 276 Sr. T: Bill 
Bechtold, 64, 240 Sr. C; Don Key, 6-2, 250 Jr. G; Buster Rhymes, 63, 220 So. RB: Stanles 


Wilson, 6-0, 195 Jr. FB; Chet Winters, 6-0, 190 Jr. RB; Lyndle Byford, 6-5, 280 Sr. 
L70 Sr. SE; Michael Keeling, 6-3, 195 K-P. 


Grayson, 5-11, 


T: Bobby 


DEFENSIVE STARTERS: (7) Steve Whaley, 6-3, 210 Sr. E; Johnnie Lewis, 6-1, 225 Sr. NG: 
Orlando Flanagan, 6-2, 204 Sr. E; Darrell Songy, 6-0, 185 Jr. CB; Mike Reilly, 6-3, 228 Sr. LB: 
Gary Lowell, 6-0, 188 Sr. SS; Steve Haworth, 6-0, 178 Jr. FS. 


or the lack of same — in what promises 
to be some heavy pre-season scrimmag- 
ing. 

Injuries in the spring to what few 
running backs the Sooners had in camp 
prevented the scrimmaging Switzer and 
his staff needed to evaluate the quarter- 
backs. And, although Phelps had a 
great spring finale against the Alumni 
while Shepard was having his own per- 
sonal nightmare, Switzer has said the 
team will begin scrimmaging as soon as 
possible and as often as possible this 
August. 

Whether its Phelps, Shepard or 
Pegues, the offense will have a quarter- 
back who is just as quick or quicker 
than graduating J.C. Watts. But none 
of the three can throw the ball like 
Watts did. That shouldn't bother OU 
fans as much as having a quarterback 
who can’t run. 

The rest of the backfield should be 
faster, deeper and better at blocking 
than the 1980 edition. Buster Rhymes 


looked awesome in the spring before a 
leg injury sidelined him. The Miami, 
Fla., speedster who broke the school 
record for rushing by a freshman last 
year was up to 225 pounds on his 
6-foot-3 frame. 

Everyone was after Chet Winters’ job 
at the other halfback. So was Chet. He 
had a fine spring before an injury, look- 
ing quicker and much better at his 
blocking. Heralded transfer Willis 
Mackey will apparently not have a free 
ride to a starting job. 

And Stanley Wilson is probably the 
most under-rated back in the Big Eight. 
The California junior still wants to be a 
halfback. But the Sooners use his 
quickness and blocking at fullback so 
well that Wilson's first full-time 
halfback job will probably be in the Na- 
uonal Footbal! League. 

The offensive line is so experienced 
and talented that a bevy of AIll- 
American type freshmen backs should 
enjoy great debuts. It is the type of line 


One of the most under-rated backs in the Big Eight is OU's Stanley Wilson, the lethally quick junior fullback from 
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California who keeps defenses honest in the middle. 


_ that fits in perfectly with a new quarter- 
back. 

Tackles Ed Culver (6-3, 275) and 
Lyndle Byford (6-5, 280) are both retur- 
ning starters, as are guards Don Key 
(6-2, 250) and Terry Crouch (6-1, 275). 
Center Bill Bechtold (6-4, 240) came in- 
to his own last year and is one of the 
league’s best. 

The only questionmark along that 
line is at tight end, where Michael Wed- 
dington (6-2, 204) could end up being 
moved after a year at defensive end. 
Johnny Fontenette (6-0, 205) was the 
top man early in the spring, but Jeff 
Williams, Jim Jones and Paul Parker 
were all moved from defense to tight 
end in spring experiments. 

Bobby Grayson and Jim Rockford 
both saw a lot of playing time last year 
at split end, but both are small. Switzer 
would like to see a freshman emerge 
there who could help. 

Defensively, the sophomores need to 


emerge. 

Bryan could wind up being a two- 
time All-American at tackle. He’s that 
good. A slight knee injury in the spring 
did nothing to slow him down, And, at 
6-5, 230 he’s almost immovable at the 
right tackle. 

Scott Dawson (6-2, 255) is the other 
tackle, and he’s one of the best in the 
Big Eight. Redshirt soph Bob Slater had 
a fine spring and will provide outstan- 
ding relief help. 

The only problem at nose guard and 
end on defense is that there are too 
many of them. 

John Blake would be a starter almost 
anywhere else, but he can’t get rid of 
Johnnie Lewis. Danny Wilson proved 
last year he could play. And at the ends 
OU returns starters Weddington, Steve 
Whaley and Orlando Flanagan. If Wed- 
dington moves to the offense, 
linebacker Mike Reilly will be moved to 
end. 


Shipp and Benson are the two best 
young linebackers OU has had come 
along since George and Daryl (Cumby 
and Hunt). Both are big and fast. But 
both have to get experience quick. 

The secondary should be sound late 
in the year, but inexperience early could 
be a problem. Darrell Songy at one cor- 
ner and Steve Haworth at free safety 
have each received some All-American 
recognition. 

Gary Lowell played well at strong 
safety when needed last year (he led the 
team in interceptions). And Byron Paul 
has the talent to make it at the other 
corner. So does juco transfer Curtis 
Carter once he learns the system and 
gains the confidence of Bobby Proctor. 

Michael Keeling handled all of the 
kicking chores the past two years, but 
the Sooners are still looking for im- 
provement there. @ 
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Jimmy Johnson 


klahoma State fans have to be 

wondering what kind of a 

surprise Jimmy Johnson has in 
store for them this year. 

Johnson certainly surprised some 
folks in his rookie year as a head coach 
when the Cowboys went 7-4 in 1979. 
And there were more surprised fans last 
| year when OSU slipped to 3-7-1 and 
finished the season with an embarassing 
63-14 loss at Oklahoma. 

So what will it be this year, Jimmy? 

Chances are, the 1981 Pokes will be 
somewhere in between the 1979 and 
1980 editions. The schedule appears to 
be too soft for a 3-7-1 season. But the 
talent and experience don’t seem to be 
there for a 7-4, either. 

Only three starters return on offense 
for O-State, and only one of those on 
the offensive line. That’s bad news for a 
coach who has decided to trade a few 
passes (the Cowboys lofted nearly 25 a 
_ game last year) for a few more runs. 

One of those returnees is quarterback 
John Doerner, who came into 1980 with 
so much enthusiasm after paying his 
dues as a walk-on, and then was injured 
early and never played as well as he had 
previously. 

Doerner must come through for 
Oklahoma State to contend for a first- 
division finish in the Big Eight. Jim 
Traber made too many mistakes when 
given the controls last year. And Russ 
Hilger has not had a chance to do more 
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Ricky Young 


Mike Green 





Louis Blackwell 


OKLA. STATE COWBOYS 
HEAD COACH: Jimmy Johnson, third season (10-11-1 overall, 7-4-1 Big §) 
1980 RECORD: 3 victories, 7 losses, 1 tie (2-4-1 Big 8). 
OFFENSIVE STARTERS: (3) Mark Granger, 6-3, 270 So. G: John Doerner, 6-2, [84 Sr 


QB; Ron Ingram, §-10, 168 Sr. Fi. 


DEFENSIVE STARTERS: (7) Butch Crites, 6-0, 213 Sr. E: Mike Green, 6-2, 236 Jr. LB: 
Ricky Young, 61, 210 Sr. LB; Pete DiClementi, §-11, 18% Sr. SS; Chris Rockins, 61, 18% So 
FS; Roderick Fisher, 5-11, 188 So. CB; J.T. Neal, 6-2, 185 Jr. P 


than lead the junior varsity. 

What really hurt Johnson and the 
Pokes was the loss of a couple of prized 
recruits who inked Big Eight letters with 
OSU, but then signed elsewhere on na- 
tional signing date. 

If the line can pull together and 
Doerner stays healthy, the offense could 
be much, much better than it was last 
year. Even though starting backs 
Worley Taylor and Ed Smith are gone, 
OSU has a flock of young, but talented 
runners led by Shawn Jones and 
Earnest Anderson. 

Mark Granger (6-foot-3, 270-pound 
sophomore) ts the only returning starter 
on the offensive line. But he could end 
up being one of the best in the Big 
Eight. 

Flanker Ron Ingram is the leading 
returning receiver and has speed to 
make the passing attack a constant 
threat. John Chesley (6-6, 223) was a 
““gee whiz’’ recruit last year and the 
Pokes hope he’s ready to bloom at tight 
end. 


Other than that, there are a lot of big 
holes to fill. Paul Speight (64, 237), 
Mike Stead (6-2, 220), John Cegielski 
(6-2, 235) and Russell Graham (6-3, 
224) are some of the names Cowboy 
fans will be hearing when talk gets 
around to the offensive line. Fleet 
sophomore Jim Evans appeared in line 
to inherit the split end job, but that’s up 
for grabs. 

If the offense can get anything going 
at all, the defense should be good 
enough to give Oklahoma State fans 
plenty to smile about. 

Ricky and Mike. Those are the guys 
everyone knows about. Ricky Green 
and Mike Young may be the two best 
linebackers in the Big Eight. Young cer- 
tainly has already earned that distinc- 
tion, And Green, many feel, 1s not that 
tar behind his senior teammate. 

Young broke into the lineup as a 
freshman when All-American John 
Corker was hurt. And the 6-1, 
210-pounder has been doing some hur- 
ting of his own ever since. He has a 
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The Cowboys plan to run much more this year, and one of the reasons is rapid sophomore Ernest Anderson, who earned 


great combination of speed and 
strength, 

Green, who trimmed down from 252 
pounds as a freshman to 6-2, 236 going 
into his junior year, just hits people. 
He’s one of the fiercest hitters in the 
conferencer. 

Those ball carriers who get past that 
linebacking duo must reckon with what 
is certainly an improved secondary over 
that of the previous two years. 

Chris Rockins and Roderick Fisher 
earned their spurs last year as frosh. 
And they’ve learned from their 
mistakes. Pete DiClementi is starting his 
final year at OSU at strong safety and 
Greg Hill has seen enough action in 
reserve roles to give the Pokes an ex- 
perienced look in the defensive 
backfield. 

That leaves only the defensive line to 
talk about, and the Cowboys really 


his spurs as a rookie last year. 


don’t know what to say. 

There is some talent that shone 
through in what proved to be a tough, 
physically demanding spring practice. 
Gary Lewis (6-4, 227) is still getting big- 
ger and meaner. He and Gary Cachere 
(6-5, 253) could make a nice pair of 
tackles. But first Cachere has to prove 
he’s recovered from knee injury pro- 
blems. 


The ends and nose guard candidates, 
however, are much lesser known com- 
modities. 


Jim Tolleson and Brent Guy are let- 
termen, but are not nearly the athletes 
that Dexter Manley and some of his pals 
in the past. The nose guard job is wide 
open. 

Kicking has usually been an OSU 
strong suit, but only punter J.T. Neal 
returns from last year’s team. And Neal 


was next to the bottom in the league 
with a 39.5 average. 

Butch Crites (6-0, 213) started last 
year at one defensive end. He’s the only 
starter along that line that has been the 
hub of so many great Cowboy defenses. 


But defense was a real weak spot last 
year for the Pokes, and it must make a 
comeback if O-State is to do the same. 
In 1980 OSU gave up 24.4 points a | 
game, better only than Colorado. The 
Cowboys were last in pass defense 
(152.3 yards a game) and fifth in total 
defense. 


But they were third against the rush, 
trailing only Nebraska and Missouri. 
That kind of tradition on defense could 
be something to build around if that 
young secondary has learned from ex- 
perience and the linebacking twins stay 
healthy. @ 
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Osborne Sets Own 
Standards 





Forget about your stereotypes of college coaches when you talk 
about Dr. Tom. His record speaks for itself. 





believe that all redheads have quick 
tempers. 


Nebraska football Coach Tom 
Osborne doesn’t fit the mold. Unless, 
that is, a sportswriter takes a broad 
brush and paints the stereotyped pic- 
ture of college football: That all ma- 
jor programs cheat in recruiting, 
don’t care about the academic pro- 
gress of the athletes and are nothing 
more than preparatory factories for 
the pros. 

That kind of talk will make 
Osborne’s red hair stand on end. 

‘| have worked hard — very hard 
— on academics over the years,’’ 
Osborne told a meeting of the College 
Football Association last month. 
**Yet some writers take isolated in- 
stances of wrongdoing and make 
generalizations which are neither true 
nor fair.”’ 

Osborne challenged his fellow 
coaches. ‘‘You are great at motivating 
your athletes to perform at peak effi- 
ciency, to play to the best of their 
ability,’’ he said. ‘‘If you worked as 


I you believe in stereotypes, you 


hard at motivating them to perform to | 


the best of their ability in the 
classroom, they would also be suc- 
cessful students.”’ 

Osborne is justifiably proud that 
the graduation rate for athletes at 
Nebraska is better than that for the 
general student body. More Nebraska 
football players have earned academic 
All-American recognition since he has 
been the head coach than from any 
other university in the nation. The 
academic all-Big Eight Conference 
team is regularly dominated by Cor- 
nhuskers. 

‘*And that’s the way it should be,”’ 
Osborne said at the convention. ‘‘We 
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(football coaches) have more control 
over the athlete than the professor has 
over the normal student. If the athlete 
knows we won’t let him come out for 
practice if he is not up on his studies 
— and he knows we mean it — he’ll 
improve in the classroom.”’ 

Osborne’s beliefs are reflected by 
the high caliber athlete he and his 
assistant coaches recruit. From last 
year’s squad, all-American offensive 
guard Randy Schleusener, who recent- 
ly signed with the Cleveland Browns, 
has been accepted into medical 
school. Two other 1980 starters, cor- 
nerback Andy Means and tight end 
Jeff Finn, have both been accepted in- 
to law school. 





Football dominates Tom 
Osborne’s time, but it 
doesn’t dominate his life. A 
religious upbringing is 
another Osborne tradition. 





The top-notch student can also play 
top-notch football. Osborne has pro- 
ven that. Nebraska is the only team in 
the country to rank in the Top 10 ofa 
national wire service poll each year 
during the 1970s. 

The Tom Osborne Story is familiar 
to every Nebraska alum and fan — the 
coach with a doctorate in educational 
psychology who gave up pro football 
to continue his education at 
Nebraska. 

Osborne discovered he missed the 
field more than he thought he would. 


When Bob Devaney arrived, Osborne 
volunteered his services as a receiver 
coach — for free. 

Osborne managed to divide his time 
between the classroom and the prac- 
tice field for several years. But, when 
he earned his doctorate — with a 
dissertation on ‘‘The Effects of In- 
structions on Situational Anxiety 
Level and Examination 
Performance’’ — Osborne was forced 
to make a decision between teaching 
and coaching. To the everlasting 
gratitude of hundreds of athletes who 
have benefited from his wisdom, 
counsel, compassion and keen 
knowledge of the game, he chose foot- 
ball. 

As Devaney’s hand-picked suc- 
cessor, Osborne took over the Husker 
reins following the 1973 Orange Bow] 


| game, two months shy of his 36th bir- 
_ thday. 


But Osborne started his football 
career much earlier in life. With his 
first football, at the age of three, he 
kicked out the bowed glass window of 
his mother’s antique French china 
cabinet. The incident almost ended his 
career before it started. 

Football dominates Tom Osborne’s 
time, but it doesn’t dominate his life. 
A religious upbringing is another 
Osborne tradition. His grandfather 
and two uncles were ministers. Tom 
gave much thought to following in 
their footsteps. Despite his dedication 
to the profession he chose, Osborne 
sul finds time to be active in the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 

‘It’s been helpful in keeping things 
in perspective in a business where the 
pressures and ups-and-downs are 
disproportionate,’’ he says. ‘‘My own 
faith has enabled me to realize there’s 
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Tom Osborne 


more to life than athletics,”’ 

As an editorial in a Lincoln paper 
said a year ago: ‘“Tom Osborne is one 
coach who emphasizes academic 
achievement and genuinely cares 
about his players as people, not as 
tools for keeping fans entertained and 
TV satisfied. Nebraskans should be 
grateful for Osborne. He’s one reason 
NU has escaped the kind of abuses 
that have blackened other schools’ 
reputations and led to the cry for 
reform.”’ 

But don’t think this man doesn’t 
want to win. Osborne has worked 
tirelessly to keep Nebraska’s program 
among the tops in the nation and in 
the process was voted the Big Eight 
Conference Coach of the Year in both 
1978 and ’80. 

Wooed by several other schools 
during his tenure, Osborne maintains 
a complete loyalty to his home state 
school. ‘‘The first game I coached was 
here at Nebraska,’’ he has often said, 
‘and I expect the last game I'll coach 
will be here too.” 

Osborne has never escaped his 
‘““All-American Boy’’ image. At 
Hastings High School, he was a 
Straight-A student, student body 
president, Student Council member, 
all-state football quarterback, all- 
state basketball player on a_ state 
championship team, state Class A 
discus champion in track and pitcher- 
third baseman on his American 
Legion state championship baseball 


team. 

Then, because he didn’t want to 
specialize in any one sport, Osborne 
turned down scholarships at Nebraska 
and other major colleges to attend the 
smaller Hastings College, where he 
became the only two-time honoree as 
the Nebraska State College Athlete of 
the Year. 

That award was gained on the 
strength of four letters and three all- 
state honors in both football and 
basketball, and four letters in track. 
Osborne also received All-American 
small college mention in both football 
and basketball. 

Although he was only a 19th round 
NFL draft choice by San Francisco 
and was switched to receiver since the 
49ers had both Y.A. Tittle and John 
Brodie entrenched at quarterback, 
Osborne was the only rookie end to 
make the team. 

After being traded to the Redskins, 
he caught 22 passes for 297 yards and 
two touchdowns. It wasn’t a bad year 
while playing for a team which ranked 
last in passing in the NFL. 

When he quit the pros to pursue his 
advanced degrees at Nebraska and 
become a non-paid, part-time coach 
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for Devaney, Osborne met Nancy 
Tederman. She was president of Mor- 
tar Board, Nebraska women’s 
scholastic honorary, and a Homecom- 
ing football queen attendant. She 
became Mrs. Tom Osborne in 1962. 

After gaining his doctorate, 
Osborne admits he was in ‘‘a real 
dilemma. I was teaching four courses 
a day in statistics and ed psych — and 
liking it. | was an assistant professor 
and a halftime football coach. | knew 
I had to go one way or the other.’’ 

Although he has never regretted his 
decision, the long days of being a 
football coach restrict Osborne's 
family life, which he considers ‘‘my 
biggest single source of satisfaction.” 

But wife Nancy, mother of 16-year- 
old Mike, 14-year-old Ann and 
12-year-old Suzi, says that ‘‘our ma- 
jor adjustment — getting used to the 
crazy type of life of a head coach — 
was made a long time ago.”’ 

One thing Tom Osborne has done, 
while compiling an outstanding 
75-20-2 record and eight post-season 
bowl appearances in as many years, is 
make a liar out of Leo Durocher. The 
Cornhusker coach is living testimony 
that nice guys don’t finish last. @ 
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Williams Working Harder 
For All-American Honors 





By Randy York 


Senioritis should be no problem for Huskers’ quick, punishing 
defensive end from Washington, D.C. 





ore than anyone on the team, 
| he’s got his position nailed 
down. Nebraska Equipment 


Manager Glen Abbott might as well 


hang a ‘‘No Vacancy”’ sign on the jersey 


of defensive end Jimmy Williams. 

He’s an All-American candidate at 
a position depleted by graduation. The 
only things that could keep him off the 
field this fall are a serious injury or a 
complete collapse. 

Yes, no one is more ripe than Jim- 
my for that phenomenon known as 
senioritis. The affliction is a combina- 
tion mental and physical letdown for 
athletes who already have ‘‘made it’’ 
and subconsciously believe their 
reputations will carry them. 

Jimmy Williams may be the ‘‘fattest 
cat’? on Nebraska’s team this fall. But 
he’s still the meanest man in the whole 
darn town. He reaches for all the foot- 
ball gusto he can. He’s hungrier now 
than he was when he first walked on 
from Washington,D.C. 

That was August, 1978. Jimmy was 
a raw 17-year-old linebacker with 
good size, great speed and a complete 
lack of fundamentals. A victim of a 
poorly-budgeted, understaffed pro- 
gram at D.C.’s Woodrow Wilson 
High School, Jimmy didn’t even know 
a linebacker was supposed to key on 
the offensive guard. 

Three years later, he’s developed the 
knowledge to go with his physical 
skills. By the time he turns 21 in 
November, he may be a first-team All- 
American. 

It’s a goal he won’t deny. But it 
isn’t what keeps his foot to the floor 
during a time when some might have 
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Jimmy Williams played 
in the shadow of All- 
4merican Derrie Nelson 
last year. This fall he'll 
be going after those All- 
American honors 
himself, 


eased up. 

‘| keep working hard because | 
know I’m right on schedule and | 
never want to lose that momentum,”’ 
Jimmy said. ‘‘I’ve seen too much im- 
provement to quit working like a dog. 
Now Is no time for me to sit back and 
get fat.” 

George Darlington, Nebraska’s 
defensive end coach, respects Jimmy 
for pressing onward at full speed. He 
made a point to commend Jimmy’s 
enthusiasm in front of his teammates. 

‘Jimmy knew last winter that no 
one was going to beat him out in spr- 
ing ball,’’ Darlington said. ‘‘He could 
have jacked around, but he didn’t, not 
for a minute. He just kept pushing 
himself.”’ 

He pushed himself into one of the 
fastest defensive ends in the history of 
college football. Last March, Jimmy 
whisked to a :04.34 clocking in the 
40-yard dash. His average for six 40's 
was :04.40, two-hundredths of a se- 
cond slower than Jarvis Redwine’s 





school record average of :04.38. 

Such speed inside a muscular 6-3, 
227-pound frame is considered rare. 
Although it’s a God-given talent, 
Williams will be the first to tell you 
that Nebraska’s weight program put 
an extra charge of electricity in his 
legs. 


*“Getting into that weight room made 
me,’’ Jimmy declared. ‘*] had good role 
models to follow. Russell Gary was 
always in there, but Isaiah Hipp worked 
his rear off more than anybody I've 
ever seen...ever seen. The way he work- 
ed and the way he carried himself put a 
big impression on me." 

The impression kept Jimmy pouring 
on the coals. It kept him going that ex- 
tra mile, even when he reached the point 
of fatigue. He did it last winter and last 
spring and he’s doing it this summer. 


‘*] haven't stopped and I'm not go- 
ing to stop,’’ he said during a rare 
break on a busy afternoon in late 
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You saw The Hit on pages 32 and 33, Now take a better look at The Fumble, as Oklahoma's Billy Sims loses possession of the ball after Jeff 
Hansen (48) brought the Sooner to a sudden stop at the NU three yard line in thiy 1978 Nebraska victory, 17-14. 
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: 61st and East ‘O’ Street 
21 years of service (402) 467-1188 
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June. “*I suppose | could be sitting at 
home, relaxing and counting all the 
tackles. But I have goals and I’m not 
going to reach them just thinking 
about them.”’ 

Jimmy’s first goal was to win a 
scholarship. He accomplished that 
after his freshman season, joining Ric 
Lindquist, Todd Brown and Jarvis 
Redwine as walk-ons who “‘proved 
themselves.”’ 

For Jimmy, there was special 
satisfaction. He and brother Toby had 
to spend their own money for films to 
attract major college recruiting atten- 
tion. Nebraska was the only big school 
expressing a serious interest, 

When the Williams brothers headed 
west, coaches at Virginia Union and 
Bowie (Md.) State ‘‘tried to call us and 
scare us by giving us the shindig that 
we'll never make it,’” Jimmy recalled. 

Jimmy made it ahead of everyone’s 
schedule, including his own. After an 
impressive freshman season, there 
was no talk of redshirting ‘‘because 
George Andrews had graduated and 
L.C. Cole only had one year left. We 
needed the depth,’’ Jimmy said. ‘‘l 
almost had to play as a sophomore.” 

Although he didn’t demand an im- 
mediate passport into the NFL, Jim- 
my had his moments as a sophomore. 
Darlington could see the potential and 
Jimmy realized it as a junior. He 
finished the season with a_ team- 
leading 53 unassisted tackles. 

Fans first appreciated his skills in 
Nebraska’s 21-7 nationally-televised 
win at Penn State. Twice, Jimmy 
sacked the Nittany Lions’ quarter- 
back. He also recovered a fumble. 

Darlington believes Jimmy has a 
knack for the big play. It was especial- 
ly evident in NU’s 3]-17 Sun Bowl win 
over Mississippi State. He recovered 
two fumbles and forced two pass in- 
terceptions and was voted the Most 
Valuable Lineman Award. 

Derrie Nelson, Nebraska's 1980 All- 
American defensive end, was properly 
impressed. ‘‘Jimmy,’’ he said, ‘‘can 
Outrun almost any back in the coun- 
try. No way are backs going to get 
outside on him, not even the great 
ones. He knows his stuff, too. He 
knows It better than I knew it and he’s 
never redshirted. I'd like to see a better 
defensive end.”’ 

Darlington, basically feels the same 
way. ‘‘I’ve heard a lot of nice things 
about Willie Harper,’’ he said. ‘‘But if 
Jimmy plays like he can play, he 
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should be numbered with the greatest 
defensive ends this school’s ever had.”’ 

Although he ‘“‘doesn’t rattle your 
brain like Derrie did,’’ Darlington 
pointed out that “Jimmy has a lot 
more speed. | think it’s realistic to ex- 
pect a first-team All-American season. 
I don’t see any better candidates. | 
also think Jimmy has a legitimate 
chance to win the Outland Trophy.”’ 

The Outland Trophy? 

The sound brings a smile to 
Jimmy’s face. He definitely believes in 
the possibility. But he’s too preoc- 
cupied with the overall cause to expect 
it. 

‘‘There’s nothing I can’t do, if | 
want to do it...nothing,”’ Jimmy said. 
‘*| wanted a scholarship and | got it. | 
wanted to play as a sophomore and | 
did. I wanted to start and [| did. 
I wanted to run :04.3 and :04.4 and | 
did. I’ve done everything | wanted to 
do, so far. But the last thing I want to 
worry about is what can happen to me 
personally. 

‘““Sure, the pros are in the back of 
my mind,’’ Jimmy admitted. ‘‘I’d be 
lying if I didn’t think about it now and 
then. But all I really care about is hav- 
ing a great year, individually and 
team-wise. 

‘This year,’’ Jimmy said, ‘I want 
to play to the best of my ability. | want 
all my strength and all my speed to be 
used to the maximum every time | take 





the field. 

‘| know I’m getting more atten- 
tion. | know my picture is on a poster 
and my story is pretty unique. | know 
I'm considered an All-American can- 
didate. 

‘But I can’t let any of that affect 
me. I'm not going to worry about 
anything individually. If | do what I’m 
supposed to do and play as hard as I 
can play, everything will take its place. 
I can’t control the ratings and I can't 
control the All-American awards. But 
I can control how well I play and 
that’s all that really matters to 
anyone.”’ 

Jimmy isn't the type to get uptight 
about anything. His only pet peeve is 
what he considers a certain lack of 
respect for defensive players. 

‘‘Defensive players,’’ he insisted, 
‘‘aren't really appreciated. Most 
places, it seems like you’ve got to be 
able to run, throw or catch the ball to 
get that appreciation. 

“I’m only observing, not complain- 
ing,’’ Jimmy said. ‘‘I'm like most peo- 
ple. The glory positions are usually the 
most exciting to watch.”’ 

The glory positions are the ones that 
make Jimmy work overtime. He's 
decided the only way to bring respect 
to the other side of the football is to 
work harder than the offense. 

That’s why Jimmy Williams will 
not live the life of ‘*the fat cat." @ 


Whether it’s containing the outside or putting the rush on the quarterback there he’s making life 
fough for Oklahoma State), Jummy Williams has the size and speed to make the play. 
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high on national lists because such lists 
are determined, primarily, by the 
number of recruiting visits a player is 
offered. 

‘Put Todd Fisher in Los Angeles, 
and he would have had 30 to 40 scholar- 
ship offers,’ Osborne said of the 


quarterback-defensive back from 
Omaha Burke. ‘‘Put him in Omaha, 
and he got five or six. Put him in 


Grand Island, and he'd get one.”’ 

The five players Nebraska signed 
from other Big Eight states include 
Todd Frain and Bill Lewis from Iowa, 
John Kline and Mike Knox from Col- 
orado, and Pat Connor from Missouri. 
Those five represent some of the best 
athletes their states had to offer. For in- 
stance, Kline, a lineman from Pomona 
High School in Arvada, Colo., is 6-2, 
weighs 235 pounds, and runs 40 yards in 
4.7 seconds. Four of the five likely will 
be linemen, either on offense or 
defense, with Knox initially being look- 


ed at as a linebacker or a fullback. 

From the north come four 
backs—Doug Larscheid and Mark 
Davis, both out of Wisconsin; North 
Dakota’s Jeff Bawdon; and 
Minnesota’s Roscoe Horne, who at- 
tended Minneapolis Central, the high 
school from which Nebraska got defen- 
sive backs Russell Gary and Rodney 
Lewis. 

Horne moved to Minneapolis from 
Mobile, Ala., in August before his 
senior year at Central. Because the 
team included two other college football 
prospects, Horne was overlooked at 
first, but ‘‘Nebraska believed in what 
Coach (Richard) Robinson told them, 
and I appreciate that. They were the 
only ones,’’ said Horne, who played 
running back and defensive tackle even 
though he was 5-11 and weighed only 
195 pounds at the time. 

When opposing offensive linemen 
came out of their huddle, ‘‘they 
wondered what No. 30 was doing 
there,’’ Horne, who wore jersey No. 30, 
said. ‘‘After the first play, they didn’t 
ask.”’ 

Notre Dame and Michigan courted 
him, but Nebraska won out. ‘“‘To tell 
you the truth, I didn’t expect anybody 
to be interested in me when I came here, 
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but Nebraska came up immediately,” 
said Horne. ‘Russell (Gary) told me he 
and Rodney (Lewis) went through the 
same thing. Schools laughed when 
Coach Robinson tried to get them in- 
terested.” 

Nebraska, however, did not laugh. 
The Cornhuskers ‘‘gave me a whole lot 
of recognition,’’ he said. The same 
could be said for Nebraska’s 25 other 
scholarship recruits as well as all the 
athletes recruited as walk-ons, good 
players who will come to fall camp 
without scholarships. 

Osborne is holding back some 
scholarships for the best of those walk- 
ons. ‘‘Those are the most important 
scholarships we give because they'll go 
to someone already proven,’’ Osborne 
said. ‘‘The first 23 to 25 go to unproven 
players.’’ 

Based on reports, however, those two 
dozen or so unproven players look pret- 
ty good. Take Stanley Wade, for in- 
stance. ‘‘Barring injury, and projecting 
a little, Stanley probably will have the 
opportunity to play professional foot- 
ball,’’ his high school coach said. ‘‘But 
right now we’re more concerned that 
after four and a half years he has a 
degree. Then he’ll be prepared for 
whatever happens.”’ @ 
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NU Earns All-Sports Title 








Gymnasts’ NCAA championship highlights another year of 
excellence in Cornhusker athletics. 








ebraska Athletic Director Bob 
Devaney wonders how the 
% Cornhuskers could have ended 


the 1980-81 year any more dramatically. 

In April, Nebraska won a third con- 
secutive NCAA gymnastics cham- 
pionship before a record crowd at the 
Devaney Sports Center. In May, 
Devaney learned that the Huskers had 
repeated as Big Eight men’s all-sports 
champion. 

‘Tt can’t think of anything more 
gratifying,’ Devaney said. ‘‘A few 
years ago, we decided to spend the 
money to get to the top in everything. 
Right now, we’re pretty happy to have 
the best-balanced athletic program in 
the league.’’ 

The Huskers also can claim one of 
the best male athletes and one of the 
best female athletes in the world in 
gymnast Jim Hartung and sprinter 
Merlene Ottey. 

Hartung doesn’t have a cape and he 
isn’t faster than a speeding bullet. But 
someone said that’s about the only 
limitations Hartung showed 28,417 
fans who watched him repeat as 
NCAA all-around gymnastics cham- 
pion. 

Hartung defended his NCAA title 
in rings, shared the national cham- 
pionship in parallel bars and finished 
second in floor exercise and pommel 
horse. 

‘‘That’s as close to Superman as 
I’ve ever seen,’’ NU assistant gym- 
nastics coach Jim Howard said. “‘If 
his all-around score had counted in 
the individual finals, he would have 
broken his own NCAA record. That’s 
incredible, especially when you con- 
sider he did the all-around four times 
in 72 hours.’’ 

Hartung may have been incredible 









while edging Oklahoma’s Bart Conner 
in the NCAA all-around. But he was 
even more unbelievable in May, winn- 
ing the United States Gymnastics 
Federation (USGF) all-around cham- 
pionship and adding national titles in 
floor exercise, pommel horse and 


rings. 
‘‘Hartung may be the best com- 
petitor I’ve ever seen,’ offered 


Devaney, one of the biggest rooters in 


Merlene Ottey — one of the nation’s 
premier sprinters. 
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the legion of fans flocking to see Fran- 
cis Allen’s powerful program. 

Nebraska overwhelmed Oklahoma 
and UCLA to become the first team in 
20 years to win three straight NCAA 
gymnastic titles. The Huskers have the 
ammunition to make it four straight 
next spring. They return everyone but 
senior Chuck Chmelka. 

If Allen’s smile widened in May, it’s 
only because NU’s Phil Cahoy finish- 
ed fourth in the USGF all-around and 
teammate Scott Johnson finished 
fifth. If those positions hold in final 
tryouts in September, Nebraska will 
have half of the U.S. men’s team in 
the World Cup in Moscow in 
November. 

Although Nebraska has won two 
mythical national championships in 
football, the three straight gymnastics 
championships are the only NCAA 
team titles in NU history. 

After watching Allen transform 
gymnastics from a minor to a major 
sport, a Lincoln editorial writer ad- 
mitted: ‘‘Honestly, we’ve run out of 
superlatives. All we can say is wow! | 
And congratulations once more to a 
superbly trained and fiercely com- 
petitive team.’’ 

The NCAA was equally impressed. 
Its rules committee did the only thing 
it could do. It voted to return the na- 
tional collegiate championships to 
Nebraska for a third consecutive year. 

NCAA meet director John Scheer, 
an NU physical education instructor 
and internationally experienced gym- 
nastics judge, is already working on 
next year’s plans. 

‘We want to make it impossible for 
this meet to go anywhere else but Lin- 
coln,’’ Scheer said. ‘‘I’d like to see 
Lincoln become to gymnastics what 
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Omaha is to college baseball with the 
College World Series.’’ 

Hartung, featured in national 
television close-ups this summer on 
both NBC and CBS, is becoming a 
household word as Nebraska’s leading 
candidate for the 1984 Olympic team. 

His reputation may be unparalleled 
on campus. But if he’s athletic king, 
Merlene Ottey is queen. 

Despite a torrential downpour dur- 
ing the last weekend in May, Ottey led 
Nebraska to a sixth-place finish in the 
national AIAW track championships 
in Austin, Tex., winning both the 100 
and 200-meter dashes. 

NU’s junior-to-be moved up from 
third place with 20 meters to go to win 
the 100 in :11.20, edging Leleith 
Hodges of Texas Women’s University 
(:11.24) and UCLA’s Jeanette Bolden 
(:11.54). Ottey then came back to win 
the 200 in :22.78, breaking her own 
meet record of :22.86 set last year. 

Ottey enhanced her status in mid- 
June, winning the 100 meters in :11.28 
at the World Games in Helsinki, 
Finland, while competing for her 
native Jamaica. 

This past school year, first-year 
coach Gary Pepin led Nebraska to Big 
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Eight championships in women’s in- 
door track and outdoor track. The 


Huskers also won the league 
volleyball title and finished third in 
the all-sports standings behind 
Oklahoma and Missouri. 

Dramatic improvement in track 
helped Nebraska claim the men’s all- 
sports championship. The Huskers 
improved from eighth to second in 
outdoor track and remained second in 
indoor track. Devaney also was en- 
couraged by the men’s golf team im- 
proving from fifth to third last spring 
and the wrestling team improving 
from fifth to fourth in the nation’s 
premier wrestling conference. 

Nebraska won the 1981 Big Eight 
men’s swimming championship in 
Norman, Okla. The Huskers finished 
second to Oklahoma in the conference 
gymnastics meet and tied for second 
with Kansas and Kansas State in 
basketball. 

The basketball finish was par- 
ticularly pleasing to Devaney, in light 
of K-State and KU’s remarkable suc- 
cess in the NCAA Post-Season Tour- 
nament. 

Devaney also expressed relief that 
Moe Iba, a repeat choice as Big Eight 


Husker gymnast Jim Hartung stole the 
thunder from Olympian Bart Conner of OU 
this winter, leading Nebraska to the NCAA 
championship with his title in the 
prestigious all-around competition. 


Coach of the Year, is now officially the 
Huskers’ head basketball coach. 

Iba experienced a solid recruiting 
year and profitted immeasurably from 
the hiring of his new assistant coach, 
Charlie Spoonhour, from Southeastern 
Community College in West Burl- 
ington, lowa. 

Spoonhour will bring with him two 
Starters from his nationally 12th-ranked 
team — 6-10 center Victor Chacon, a 
Panama native, and Handy Johnson, a 
highly-recruited 6-1 guard. 

Chacon averaged 11 points and eight 
rebounds for Southeastern despite 
dislocating his left kneecap and missing 
the first nine weeks of the season. He 
led lowa’s junior college ranks in field 
goal percentage shooting the past two 
years, hitting 61 percent his freshman 
season and 64 percent this past season. 

Johnson led Southeastern in scoring 
last season as a freshman with an 18.2 
average. A former Chicago all-city 
player and first-team prep A\ll- 
American, Johnson was a third-team 
junior college All-American. 

Nebraska won his signature on a na- 
tional letter of intent in a recruiting tug- 
of-war with Big Ten power Purdue. 
Johnson also visited Arkansas and lowa 
before signing with Nebraska. 

By early May, Iba had completed a 
recruiting class of seven. Joining 
Chacon and Johnson on NU basketball 
scholarships are 6-6 Terry Smith from 
Moberly, Mo., Junior College; 6-6 
Lenard Johnson from Jefferson College 
in Hillsboro, Mo.; 6-6 Nebraska native 
John Matzke from Lincoln High 
School; 6-6 Trent Scarlett from Bonan- 
za High in Las Vegas, Nev.; and 6-1 
Brett Hughes from DeKalb High in 
Waterloo, Ind. 

Smith was an honorable mention 
juco All-American at Moberly. He 
averaged 21 points and 11] rebounds on 
a 23-8 team. He also shot 60 percent 
from the field. Nebraska outrecruited 
Missouri for his signature. 

NU added another honor this sum- 
mer. For the second straight year, the 
Huskers were voted the Big Eight sport- 
smanship award for basketball. ® 


